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1 HE heads bor which the Goſpel was wrlt 
ten, and for which it is preached, are, that 
the profeſſors of Chriſtianity may be from time to 
time inſtructed in che grounds of their belief, and 
that they may enjoy the conſolations which flow 
from a well eſtabliſhed faith. The reaſon aſſigned 
by Luke, the beloved phyfician, for his writing the 
hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, is, that Theophilus might 
know the certainty of thofe things, wherein he had 
been inſtructed. There is one great diſadvantage 
attending a civil eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, name- 

ly, a reception of it from faſhjon rather than from a 
perſuaſion, of its truth and importance - Its ſuch a 
ſtate, as many quarrel with the goſpel for no cauſe, 
ſo many embrace it they know not why, and bende 
are utterly unqualified. to give an anſwer, to any man 
that as W in hem. One 


- cannot 


_ Xt 6] 
cannot help wiſhing, my beloved friends; that it 
were otherwiſe; that profeſſing Chriſtians ſhould 
not only have comfort in the exerciſe and enjoyment 
of their privileges, but alſo, that their comfort 
ſhould be built on the ſolid foundation of know- 
ledge and conviction; that they ſhould not only. be 
filled with peace and joy in believing, but that they 
ſhould at the ſame time know in whom, and why 
they have believed. I have therefore choſen the 
words juſt now read, and the ſolemnity of the ordi- 
nation ſervice of a Goſpel Miniſter, as affording a fit 
occaſion of diſcourſing to you, in as plain and per- 
ſuaſive terms as God ſhall be pleaſed to enable me, 
of the grounds and evidences of your holy faith, 
that through the bleſſing of Heaven it may admini- 
ſter to you, everlaſting conſolation and 1 1 wi. 
ts *²⁵˙² 4 7 HI 30 & 


The Apoſtle ſuggeſts, 3 tha Side b is 
the ſource and the repoſitory of uſeful knowledge, 
and that the reaſons why divine truth was committed 
to writing, were, our information, our hope, and our 
. For whatſoever things were written afore- 
„„ time, were written for our learning, that we 
through patience 8 comfort of the Seriptures 
% might have hope.” At the Sth verſe, he conſi- 
ders the falvation of a loſt world, as the grand object 
of the Moſt High, under the Jewiſh, as well as un- 
der the Chriſtian diſpenſation; which are indeed not 
two, but one, in two different forms. Now I 
e ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt Wðas a Miniſter of the cir- 
„ cumciſion for the ne God, to confirm tlie 

5 65 pro- 


| 


tal © 


* promiſes made unte the fathers : And that the 


ritten, For this cauſe I will confeſs to thee a- 


mong the Gentiles, and ſing unto thy Name. 
And again he zaith,. rejoice ye Gentiles, with his 


people. And again, Praiſe ye the Lord, all ye 
00 Gentiles, and laud him all ye people. And again, 
| T Eſaias faith, There ſhall be à root of Jeſſe; and 


6 he that ſhall xiſe to reign over the Gentiles, in him 


«+ ſhall the Gentiles; truſt. The. paſſages, be, here 
quotes, from Moſes, from David, from: Iſaiah, 
- clearly prove that at three very different and diſ- 
tant periods of the Jewiſh: Chureh, full and expli- 
ceit intimations we re given of an approaching delive - 
nance not to the Jews s only, but to the Gentiles als 
rance to, which, they refer, at leaſt, in Paul's appre- 
henſion, was that, which Jeſus Chriſt, wrought, by 
his incarnation; life, death, and refutrection. Here 
then God has laid che foundation of one, pillar of the 
| Chriſtian faith, namely, in the concurring and ex- 


preſs declarations which; he at ſundry times, and in 


divers ee to the works: PONY this 
. 0 Hel ed blond 20 HOI 
Not. to inſil 3 A eee 8 
concerning the ſeed af the woman, who was to be 
the bruiſer of the ſexpent's head, let us advance to 
that period when God began to reduce intd a parti⸗ 
cular form and ſyſtem his purpoſe of good will to 


men; that is, when Abraham, at the age of ſeventy 


Wee was called of God from his kindred. and habita; 
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tion, [ſeparated not only from bis idolatrous m 
| bours but his own neareſt- relations, ſent into-a ſtate 
of perpetiial-baniſhment, childleſs; ' and beyond all 


hope or probability of progeny ; and yet under all 
theſe difadvantages, conſtituted and declared the heir 
8 of tie promiſe, the progenitor of that illuſtrious Sa- 

viour, in whom at length, all the families of the 
earth ſhould be bleſſed, From that moment we ſee 
«fence planted around him and his family, which the 
violenee of hoſtile ſurroundirig ſtates was not able to 
break through, nor the revolutions of neighbouring 
kingdoms t»/phack up, nor the waſtes of all- devour- 
ing time to impair, till the deſigns of Heaven were 
accompliſhed,” In all the ſubſequent events which = 
| aſlſeQed'this fitiily and their deſcendants,—their va- . 
rious conditions and places of refidence=the decla- 
ratiens made to them the obſervations etijoitied 
the changes of their government, from its 
dubliſhment to its annihilation, all kept in view 
- the object preſented to their venerable aneeſtor— the 
| Mefſiah, or Shiloh, to whom the -gathering' of the 
people ſhould be. That men living fo remote from 
each other in point of time, and under ſuch various 
aſpects of providence, ſhould be led to view one and 
the ſame object as poſſeſſing a ſupereminent excel- 
leney and importanee, and however differing in o- 

ther things, in perfect uniſon here, i is not to be ac- 
counted for from this uſual principles of human con- 
duct, and the ordinary current of human affairs, 
ad can proceed only from the Lord, who is fear- 
fol in ane ard excellent in working. If it be 
afked; where # confiſts the credibility of that record; 
_ which 
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it may be anſwered, that this very harmony and con- 


ment by the candid and unprejudiced. To thoſe 
who believe a ſuperintending providence in the ad- 
miniſtration of the world, the truth and importance 


from the care which that providence has evidently 
exerciſed over them, in guarding them not only from 
external danger, but alſo from internal. corruption. 
To what remote antiquity muſt we recur for the ori- 
gin of the earlieſt of theſe antient books ? through 
what a long extended link purſue their progreſs, till 
they were completed? From how many accidents 


men have they outlived? how many revolutions of 
the world have they withſtood and eſcaped? The per- 
ſons who were divinely inſpired to compoſe them are 
long fince departed, The men and the nations whe 
often attempted to deſtroy them, have many ages a- 
go been cut off from the face of the earth. That na+ 
tion which was once the guardian and repoſitory of 
them, is now diſperſed and ſcattered abroad, and ex- 
hibits a ſtriking and laſting monument in its charac< 


of the revelation of God to their forefathers. The 
languages in which the ſcriptures were originally 
vritten are gone into diſuſe, except among the learn 
ed few ; yet notwithſtanding, the word of Jehovah 
is an open treaſure to every kindred, and people, and 


B 3 of 


which conveys the knowledge of theſe things to us? 


 fiſtency will be admitted as no inconcluſive argu- 


of theſe ſacred oracles will be at once demonſtrated, 


| | have they been preſerved? how many generations of 


ter and puniſhment, of the eternal, immutable truth 


tongue. The wit of man has been employed againſt 
It . ſtands its ground: the malice and power 


L 1011 

of men have tried to cruſh it, and yet it remains in 
full vigour: the weakneſs of ſuperſtition, and the 
madneſs of enthuſiaſm have aimed at perverting it, 
but it ſtill runs pure: the fury of ſucceſſively con- 
tending parties, has tortured and wreſted it to their 
ſeyeral purpoſes, but when their violence is -extin- 
guiſhed and forgotten, it preſerves its awful, ſteady, 
and unpliant dignity: and the experience of the paſt, 
leaves us no room to doubt of its future ſtability and 
progreſs. I ſhall add but one confideration more un- 
der this part of my ſubject. The credibility of the 
holy ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, as conſtitut- 


ing a proof of the Goſpel, will be put beyond a doubt, 


if we conſider through what hands they have been 
tranſmitted to us. Can the Jews, the inveterate e- 
nemies of Chriſtianity, the murderers of the Lord 
of glory, be ſuſpected of a deſign of contributing to- 
wards the chief ſupport of the Chriſtian faith? Sure. 
ly no But yet they have done it Without ſeeing 
the end which God had in view by it, they carefully 
preſerved the inſpired books, they had them num- 
bered to a line, nay to a ſingle letter, to prevent all 
addition or diminution, and have thereby, unknown 
to themſelves, furniſhed the world with the cleareſt 
evidence of what they would willingly cruſh and de- 
ſtroy, and to this day exhibit their own ene 
tion as the 1 of their hope. 


11 it do aſked Goes, Why the ee and 8ol⸗ 
ſeſſion of the Scriptures, a matter of univerſal con- 
cern, were ſo. long limited to a peculiar ſpot and 

_ It may be anſwered, that in the very act of 
calling 


t 1 
e Abraham and his Grande to the high honaur 
of being the guardians. of the divine revelation and 

the anceſtors of our Saviour according to the fleſn, 
an expreſs intimation was made, that ſuch diſtinction 
was not for their ſake merely, but for the general 
good; that at length ALL nations might be bleſſed in 
one deſcended of that particular family, and in conſe- 
quence of promiſes. and predictions which were for a 
ſeaſon to be depoſited with them in behalf of the 
world at large. And the hiſtory, not only of that 
people, but of the ſurrounding and ſucceeding na- 
tions and empires ſatisfyingly prove, how wiſely and 
how well an end ſo benevolent was anſwered, by 
means, at firſt ſight ſo improbable. That people, 
to whom pertained the adoption, and the glory, 
and the covenants, and the giving of the law, 
© and the ſervice of God, and the promiſes : Whoſe 
% are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the 
« fleſh Chriſt came, were for many ages doom- 
ed to an unſettled, wandering ſtate— they travelled 
from country to country, hung up as it were, of pro- 
vidence, a ſpeRacle before the eyes of all the nations 
whither they went, to warn them of the folly and 
wickedneſs of idolatry, and to call them to the living 
and true God. The venerable patriarchs themſelves 
were early employed in this ſervice ; Abraham was 
ſent to Egypt, and ſojourned among the Philiſtines— 
| Tfaxcalſo lived all his life long in the midſt of idola- 
ters, and Jacob was appointed to ſojourn many years 
among the Aſſyrians, for the purpoſe of conveying 
thither the knowledge and worſhig of the One Su- 
cor and when it pleaſed God at length to eftab- 
B 5 lith 
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nnn the ſpot 


which he choſe was the very centre of the great and 


extenſive” empires which chen divided the known 
world. Theſe empires, unknown to each other, 
were one after another extending their conqueſts and 
their boundaries, while the preparation of the Goſ- 
pel of peace, was haſtening to its maturity in the 
hands of à few Hebrew ſhepherds ; till at length the 
_ promiſed, the appointed, the expected, the ſeaſon- 
able hour, the fulneſs' of time came—the . Prince of 
peace appeared. Permit me to mention ſome ſtriking 
eireumſtances in the ſtate of the world at that period, 
tending to evince the ſpecial care which the divine pro- 
vidence exerciſed over it, and the evidence of Chriſti. 
anity which flows from it, While the arms of Greece, 
under Alexander the Great, as he is commonly ftil- 
ed, were reducing to ſubjection the eaſtern world, 
and adding the vaſt empires of Aſſyria and Perſia to 
to the Grecian; Rome was in the weſt, by vio- 
Jent, though rapid ſtrides haſtening to univerſal 
dominion in Europe: and the fierce diſputes which 
enſued upon the death of Alexander, which armed 
his ſucceſſors one againſt another, and diſmembered 
the large and unweildy fabric of his kingdom, paved 
the way for the Roman ſtandard, till it advanced 
from conqueſt to conqueſt to plant itſelf ; in remoteſt 
Afia; and thus, immediately previous to the Chriſ- 
tian æra, half the globe became ſubje& to one power, 
was combined in one mighty ſyſtem of government, 
beyond compariſon greater than the world ever ſaw 
before or fince. To increaſe our wonder, in order to 


* the introduction of the Goſpel, the commo- 
; tions 


* - 
* r * 8 
8 * * 
3 1 7 
. 5 


of the nations ſuddenly ſubſided, and all be : 5 


huſhed in univerſal peace; and that at a time, when 


ſcience ſhone in all her ſplendour, when philoſophy 


was upon the throne. Here then, was a field, wid- 


er than ever opened at any other time, for truth to. 
expatiate in, and a teſt applied to it which nothing - 
but the truth could ſtand. And thus, he who ſhakes. 
the Heaven and the earth, the ſea and the dry land, 
ſhook and ſettled all nations, when the defire of all 
nations was to come; and hence, we are inſtructed, 
that the truth of God was bounded for a time, to 


prepare the way for it's more unlimited extent after- 


* alone knoweth the end from the beginning, ſay- 
ing, my counſe] ſhall ſtand, and I will fulfil all my 


5 pleaſure.” For the - eſtabliſhment of your faith, 


Alexander fought and conquered, Socrates and Plato 


taught, Auguſtus made peace and weed the world, 
_=_ Daniel propheſied. 


Such are the 3 faith and hope in ; 


| Chriſt, arifing from the ſtate of the world previous 


to, and at the time of his appearance. We now ad- 
© vance to that period itſelf, and conſider, how far the 
perſon whom we call Lord and Maſter, anſwered the 


expectation formed of him, and the predictions ſpok- 
en concerning his perſon, character and office; and 
the proofs which he en exhibited of his _—_ 
the Meſſiah, - 

t 


wards; was laid up in Judea, chat thence, as from a 
centre, it's light might diffuſe itſelf over the whole 
L Roman Empire. — “ And all this is of God who 1 


„ . 


4 is an W principle of natural den 
that from the known wiſdom-and mercy of God, his 
creatures in diſtreſs have reaſon to expect relief; but, 
tlie time and manner of granting ſuch relief, they muſt 
not take upon themſelves to determine, but leave it to 
that wiſdom which is the ground of their hope. Pre- 
vious then to an intimation from Heaven, who could 
have ſaid, by whom, and in what manner he was to 
work deliverance for his miſerable and guilty crea- 
tures? Such an intimation he was pleaſed early to 
give, as the encouragement of our hope; and now 
that the great work of redemption is finiſned, we can 
diſcover a fitneſs and propriety in the means employ- 
ed, though we durſt not preſume to ſay what theſe 
-ought to have been, before they were diſcovered to 
us. The perſon who came upon the merciful errand 
of ſalvation, was God's own eternal Son, humbled 
to our level, made a partaker of our meanneſs and 
' miſery, but totally free from our guilt. In ſuch a 
deliverer then, we behold one, who we have reaſon 
to believe would enter thoroughly into our caſe, 
from the near relation he bore to us, and who at the 
ſame time could ſuffer no impediment nor interrup- 
tion in his benevolent work, from any neceſſary 
attention to his own private intereſt-; one placed in a 
ſtation where he could ſet us a perfect example of all 
| holineſs, and poſſeſſing a nature wherein he could by 

death make a full atonement for fin ; and at the ſame 
time, in virtue of a ſuperior nature, give value to 
that atonement, remove the curſe which was in full 
force againſt his guilty brethren, whom he came to 


fave, and through death open to them the way which 
leads 


* % 


1 


TY” 


leads. to eternal life. Then, and never till then, 


was fully underſtood the meaning of thoſe bloody 2 
ſacrifices which were from time to time offered up to 


appeaſe divine juſtice ; and of that, and ſuch like ex- 
preſſions, without ſhedding of blood there is no 
6 remiſſion of ſin;“ and here we alſo diſcover the 


reaſon why Chriſt is in Scripture : denominated * the 


Lamb ain, from the foundation of the world. 


But again, the arrival of Jeſus Chriſt did not take 
the world by ſurprize; the ſending of his ſon was no 


new and ſudden intention of the everlaſting Father in 

the four thouſandth year from the creation; but a de- 
liberate purpoſe formed before all worlds, and de- 
clared to man, the inſtant his condition required a 
Saviour; that declaration was repeated, and render- 
ed clearer and fuller as time rolled on, till it became 
ſo pointed and particular, as to leave candid minds 
who were informed of it, no room to heſitate concern- 
ing the application, when the object of this heavenly 


revelation actually appeared. To adduce but one or 


two out of that cloud of witneſſes, which prove Je- 


ſus Chriſt to be He, of whom God ſpake to the Fa- 


thers by his ſervants the Prophets, let me refer you 


to Iſrael's dying bed, and dying words, in the bleſ- 


ſing pronounced upon Judah his fourth ſon, The 
ſceptre ſhall not depart from Judah ; nor a law-gi- 
ver from between his feet, until Shiloh come: and 
# unto. him ſhall the gathering of the people be:“ 


Theſe words were ſpoken as long before Chriſt's day, 
as from it, down to the preſent period. Jacob's whole 


family conſiſted then of no more than ſeventy ſouls, 
and theſe driven by famine for ſubſiſtence into a 
ſtrange 


RY 


6 3 
1 land, which ſoon proved 3 houſe of bondage 
to them: Six hundred years and more elapſe, before 
a a king is known at all in Ifrael, and when one is at 


length choſen to reign, not Judah but Benjamin 


furniſhes the ſovereign: when that tribe was, after 
ſo long a delay, called at length to the regal dignity, 
the youngeſt ſon of a younger family of it is placed 
on the throne: in the third generation, the throne is 


5 | ſhaken to the very foundation, and a violent revolu. 


tion ſtrips the crown of Judah of ten tribes, and e- 
rects a formidable rival kingdom. But this very re- 
volution, inſtead of weakening or deſtroying the def. 
tined ſucceſſion, ſerves only to illuſtrate and aſcer- 
rain it; In proceſs of time, a hoſtile invaſion plucks 
up the kingdom by the very root, and both prince 
and people are carried captive into the enemy's coun- 
try; but yet in the very wreck of empire, in the al- 
moſt neceſſary diſſolution which a ſeventy years bon- 
dage muſt produce, the exiſtence of the ſtate is pre- 
ſerved, and the royal line maintained unbroken, and 
Judah is again miraculouſly eſtabliſhed in his own 
Jand, till at laſt the kingdom changes a temporal for 
a ſpiritual head, in the perſon of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
And, after fo long a period, the ſceptre at length de- 
parts from Judah, when the Jews themſelves give up 
the right of judging, to a foreign power, andacknow- 
ledge they have no king but Cæſar: — thus proving 
the truth of God, in the ner of him a 
"wy were zealous to deny. . 


The, ata | prediftion of Moſes, 6. prophet aal 


* the, Lord your God raiſe up unto you of your 
« breth- 


/ 


L. "= 


(4-reiutens; like unto me; him ſhall ye hear 


« in all things, whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you. 
Acts iii. 22 —the minute deſeription of the ma« 
terial and particular circumſtances of Chriſt's dearth 


as delivered by David in the 22d Pſwannd” of his 


death and burial by Iſaiah in the 53d chap; of his 
propheey and of the preciſe time and end ef his 
ſufferings, by Daniel towards the end 6f chap.” 9: 
conſtitute ſo many diſtin and ſeparats probs, in 
their exact correſpondence with the events which 


took place, in the land of Judea, under the admini- 
ſtration of Pontius Pilate, that none but dur diinne 


Maſter could be the object of theſe prophetical enun- 
ciations ; and jointly, form fuch a weight of e 


. able to ee 


. 


But our me Ling; Ab not remain ae, pA 5 


ſive, in furniſhing us with evidence whereon to build 
dur faith; That we might place all cortfiderice in 
him, as a Saviour, he claimed à divine original he 
called himſelf the Son of God. And how was this 
elaim ſupported? He did the works of God ; he ex- 
erciſed an unlimited authority over the whole world of 


nature; over things viſible and ineiftble. The prince 


of the power of the air fled at his command; the boif- 
terous elements heard and obeyed his word; diſeaſe 
and death and the grave fulfilled his pleaſure ; to his 
penetrating eye the darkeſt receſſes of the human heart 
ſtood unveiled, atrd hell itſelf could find no cover- 
ing. To adduce itiſtances were fuperfluons to them 
who are accuſtomed to read the Goſpels. And theſe 


things 


dence; as nothing but inveterate e e e Rear 
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things were not done in a corner, nor ann be- 
fore perſons diſpoſed to believe; the diſplays of this 
divine power were neither few nor doubtful, but ex- 
| hibited-in the face of the ſun, before multitudes of 
TpeRators, and of thoſe not a few who were mortificd 
and provoked with what they ſaw ; were under every 
diſpoſition to detect and expoſe an impoſture had it 
exiſted, and not deſtitute of ability for making every 
enquiry neceſſary to this end. It will be ſaid, that 
the evidence ariſing from miracles is good only to 
thoſe, who were eye and ear witneſſes of them. This 
would be to reduce hiſtorical teſtimony within a very 
narrow compaſs. In what a deplorabie ſtate of igno- 
rance and uncertainty would the human mind be in- 
volved, were nothing to be confidered as true and 
certain, but what falls under the cognizance of our 
own ſenſes? In other caſes, and why not here, we 
reſt and act on the evidence of ctedible witneſſes, 
who have undoubted acceſs to right information. 
Concerning the exiſtence, the character, the life and 
death of Socrates, nobody pretends. to entertain a 
doubt; the ſame may be ſaid concerning the other 
ſages, philofophers; moraliſts, heroes of antiquity ; | 
and yet I will appeal it to the candour of the impar- 
tial Deiſt himſelf, whether the evidence we are in 
poſſeſſion of concerning Jeſus. of Nazareth be 
not much more clear, full, direct, and unſufpi- 
cious, than that which reſpe&s-any other name ex- 
iſting previous to, cotemporary with, or even coming 
after our divine Maſter, down to the age which im- 
mediately precedes our own. Indeed, the happy re- 
volution which wrought the temporal deliverance 5 | 
. th 


| 1 1 
theſe CEO TOY en een years ago, is an event 
not more clearly authenticated to me, than the de- 
ceaſe which Chriſt accompliſhed: at Jeruſalem, for 
the falvation of a loſt world; when Tiberius. Cæſar 
was Emperor of Rome, and Pontius Pilate eee 
nor of Judea. Unleſs, therefore, the ages paſt a 
to be reduced to an univerſal blank; unleſs 8 
oblivion is to draw her ſable mantle over all events, 
with her rude hand demoliſhing every venerable mo- 
nument—with her malignant pencil blotting « out each 
precious record; unleſs human knowledge is to be 
confined to the little circle in which every man ex- « 
patiates, to the few fleeting years which he ſpends 
upon earth, and to the ſlender, unimportant facts. 
which fall under his own obſervation, and who can 
bear to think of aſſenting to this? the truth and 8 
' importance of the goſpel reſt upon a rock, againſt 
which the folly, the madneſs, the deſperate wicked - 
neſs of —_— which the ow of — _ ; 
- "oa a5 7 of, | | 3, 
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| Soch Winged div nature and in of 1 tlie Quits 
m faith, hope and joy flow from it as naturally as 
the ſtream from the fountain. But as to man can 
call Jeſus Lord, but through the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and as it avails little to have the underſtatid- 
ing enlightened, and the judgment convinced, if tlie 
beat remain Inſenfible, or alichated, or rebellhbus : 
we muſt, if we would ſucceed, change the object of 
dur addreſs, and turn the word of exhortation to 
men into earneſt prayer to God, adopting the words 
of the Apoſtle in the text, Now the God of hope 
s6 1111 
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il you all with joy and peace in believing, that 


t ye may abound in hope, through the power of the 


holy Ghoſt.“ And O] that J could with truth 


ſeelf, And 1 myſelf alſo am perfuaded of you, my 


<< brethren, that you are full of goodneſs, filled with 
«© all knowledge, able alſo to admoniſſi one another. 
«© Nevertheleſs, brethren, I have- ſpoken the more 


© boldly unto you, in ſome ſort, as putting you in 


% mind; becauſe of the grace that is given to me of 


God: That I ſhould be the miniſter of Jeſas 
Chriſt to the Gentiles, miniſtring the goſpel of 


God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might 


be acceptable, being eee e eh Ghok.” 


eee ee ps 


Fut, We diſorer: ah: ney cdanedtias 1. 


tween divine knowledge and holy joy. As in the 


world of nature, God has inſeparably united light 


and heat in the ſame body, ſo in the world of grace, 


the ſhining, the uſeful, and the happy chriſtian, is 
a glorious compound of intelligence and zeal. What 


has the world not ſuffered through the ſeparation of 


theſe | What havock of the human ſpecies has fer- 
vour founded in ignorance made | How many thou- 


ſiands have been miſled, bewildered, loft—plunged 


into the abyſs, precipitated from the rock, following 
that wandering fire, that glow-worm of the night 
mere human reaſon. The lightlefs heat of Popiſh 
vehemence has firewed the earth with multitudes 
of the ſlain. The frigid light of philoſophic phlegm, 


would rob the human heart of its moſt precious cor- 
dial, 


8 


| learn, ; 


1 2 ] 


dial, 1 lactilegioudly pull-down * laſt refuge of | 8 


the miſerable; What God has joined together, let 
not man endeavour to put aſunder. Let us do our 
utmoſt to give the lie to that maxim of infi- 


delity, © ignorance is the mother of devotion,” 


and with equal earneſtneſs exhibit a practical 


proof, that the knowledge of God, is the love of 
God 5 the * * (298 is man's trüeſt | 


e x + 18 


"Mo ha 1 the relation which God Has 


3 to eſtabliſ between tha careful and di- 


ligent uſe of appointed means, and the interpoſition 
and agency of his ſpirit and grace. By grace are 
% ye ſaved, through faith, and that not. of your- 
« ſelves, it is the gift of God:“ Epheſ. ii. 8. Is 
preaching therefore uſeleſs and inſtruction vain 9000 
ſurely "wn ; for leaning on the ſame authority, we 
that faith cometh by bearing, and 
2 1 by the word of God.“ — That 
God can, and may, by an immediate revelation 
of his will, fill an ignorant and guilty ſoul, totally 
excluded from the uſual helps, with wiſdom and 
with joy, and of a ſtone raiſe up a child to Abra- 
ham, who can take upon him to deny? But that he 
ſhould thus condeſcend to indulge. the indolence, or to 
humour the frowardneſs, or to prevent the cavils, of 
the lazy, the peeviſh. or the proud, who ſhall pre- 
ſume to expect? As if the kingdom of Heaven were 
to be taken by ſtorm, ſo are we to fight, run, and. 
ſtrive : as thoſe whoſe righteouſneſs is filthy rags p 
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\ whoſe: — efforts are an balee . hol 


Higheſt merit is condemnation; ſo are we to look 
for the ee e e e a debt, —_ 
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nection, ſuggeſted from the ſubject the connection 
of inſtruction and prayer. Had the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles ſatisfied himſelf with writing and preaching 


to the Romans, he might have written the world 


full of books, and fpoken with a thouſand tongues, 


to no manner of purpoſe ; he would have remained | 


a mere ſounding braſs, or tinkling cymbal : or, had 
he, on the othet hand, ſpent a life-time on his knees, 
to the petrefaction of the muſcles and finews, though 
he might have attained the character of the pious 
devotee; he muſt thereby have forfeited the much 
higher one, of the diligent, zealous, and ſucceſsful 
Apoſtle; but we find him continually blending the 
two together: I beſeech you therefore, brethren, 


by the mercies of God, that ye prefent your bo- 


% dies, a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 


<6 which is your reaſonable ſervice.” . Brethren, 


% my heart's defire and prayer to God for Iſrael is, 


livered our Sermons, perhaps we have performed the 


leaſt part of our work; as he who has ſown the ſeed 
has only acquitted himſelf of a portion of his huſ- 
bandry Would we have it take root, and grow, and 
bring forth fruit, the influences of Heaven are to be 


| | N l ſolicited on the contrary, to ex- 


* * 


— 


Sa. F 
pect a crop through mere exterior influence, from a 
field, on which we have beſtowed no labour, into 
which-we have caſt no ſeed—is to treaſure up for 
ourſelves ſorrow and diſappointment. Let us there- 
fore watch and pray, labour and W das continue 
inſtant 3 in prayer. 
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X Ur. are ies.” at hie time, to receive 
- F Y. | your ſolemn dedication of yourſelf to the ſa- 
cred. es of the Chriſtian Miniftry ; and to re- 
commend. you, by our humble and earneſt pray- 


ers, to the divine bleſſing and favour. In doing 


this, we aſſume no dominion over your faith; 
neither do we pretend to convey to yeu any powers 
or prerogatives whieh you were not poſſeſſed of 
before. The qualifications that conſtitute a regu- 


lar Miniſter of the New Teſtament, are, a firm 
belief in the Goſpel, a principle of ſincere and unaf- 


fected piety, a competent ſtock of knowledge, a ca- 


pacity for leading devotion, and communicating in- 


ſtruction, and a ſerious inclination to engage in the 
important employment of promoting the everlaſting 
ſalvation of mankind; to all which muſt uſually be 
added, as occurs in your cafe, an invitation to the 
JO office, from ſome particular ſociety of Chiſ- 

Where theſe things concur, a perſon is fit- 
jor hd authoriſed for the diſcharge of every duty 
which belongs to the minifterial function. It can- 


W however, be amiſs, and in point, of order and 
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decorum it is e chat ſuch 2 perſon mould 
publicly deelare his purpoſe of devoting himſelf to 
this arduous work, and chat he ſhould requeſt the 
exhortations and ſupplications of his Fathers and 
Brethren, together with their teſtimony to his abili- 
ties and character, and their affectionate recommen- 
dation of * to the churches or Chriſt, 


It "hank, likewiſe, been TY on theſe occaſions, 
for thoſe who conſecrate themſelves to the ſervice of 
the goſpel, to give a ſummary of their religious prin- 
ciples, ſo. far as concerns the grand and leading doc- 
trines of natural and revealed religion. This, how- 

ever, is left to their own option. It is abundantly 
ſufficient for them to declare only their belief in the 
Revelation of Jeſus, and their adherence” tothe 
Scriptures, as the ſole ſtandard of faith and practice. 
—— * _— borne tay; 51g with _ you 
in e | 
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Sir, As it was EY early wiſh, W558 den os 
to become, by permiſſion of Providence, a Miniſter 
of Chriſt, I have endeavoured, as opportunity ſerv- 
ed, to make myſelf acquainted with his religion. 
Knowing, that rational and lively conviction can on- 
Iy be the reſult of ſerious and ſober enquiry, and 
chat he only, who is fully convinced himſelf, is qua- 

li fied 


f 


1:9 - 

Nied to inſtruct and confirm others, I entered upon the 
examination of Chriſtianity, both for my own ſatis - 
faction, and that I might be fitted for uſefulneſs in that 
ſacred office, to which my views were directed. Look- 
ing for light to that gracious Being, who guides the 

meek in judgment, and aſſiſts the honeſt reſearches 
of every pious mind, I endeavoured to conſider the 
evidences for, and the objections againſt Chriſtiani- 
ty, with attention and impartiality. The reſult has 
been, a perfect conviction of its truth, its excellence, 
and its divine original: a conviction, which the cavils 

of ſcepticiſm Ur 7g and, 1 truſt, never will be 
able to hake. ev W 


„„ 1 9 
Hane lag: with other eee I 
tons, that light and darkneſs were not more diffe- 

Till the fun of righteouſneſs aroſe upon the 
Mil he who examines moſt attentively will diſeo- 
ver, in the courſe of his religious enquiries, little 
elſe but atheiſm and ignorance, idolatry and ſuper- 
ſtition. Tis true, ſome men of ſuperior genius en- 
tertained, and at times advanced, purer and better 
notions of divinity than were commonly received. 
But even the greateſt among them breathed the in- 
fectious air of the times, and were, in many reſpects 
involved in the general obſcuritity. They were not 
free from ſuperſtition themſelves; they encouraged the 
ſuperſtition of the people, and though they had poſ- 
ſeſſed the inclination, they wanted the authority to 

accompliſh a reform.— In ſhort, whoever conſiders 
with attention the religion of the heathen world will 

find, that it was founded in i ignorance, ſupported by 
13 deluſion 
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V 
deluſion, immoral in its tendency, and in the rites 
and ceremonies of its worſhip, always ridiculous, 
_  .often cruel, and ſometimes to the laſt degree licenti- + 
_ ous and obſcene... Who can lock into the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, and not be ſtruck with the contraſt ? Here 
we find a chain of proof ſo ſtrong and well connect- 
ed, ſupporting a ſyſtem ſo excellent in its nature, ſo 
. mel adapted to the ſtate of mankind, ſo beneficial in 
: its immediate tendency, and ſo nohle in its ultimate 
. end, that we know not which to admire moſt, - the 
fulneſs of the evidence, or the beauty, and the utility 
of the religion. We find events;faretold of the moſt 
extraordinary nature, at a vaſt diſtance of time, with 
circumſtantial accuracy, and by different men. In 
the exact completion of theſe. prophecies, we have a 
* cConvincing proof, both of the inſpiration of the men 
| by whom they were uttered, and of the juſtice of his 
pretenſions, in whoſe perſon they were fulfilled. We 
find theſe pretenſions [farther ſupported by works in- 
finitely ſurpaſſing the power of humanity; works 
done with the expreſs. view of proving a commiſſion 
from God, and atteſted by plainer, more ample, and 
more © 5" OR W e a ee 
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1 Ji the Anat. eee vg hes, 

=: and in whoſe, name and authority, theſe miracles 
| were performed, we behold every noble, every ami- 

able, every endearing quality, that can inſpire reve- 


5 rence, excite. admiration, conciliate affeQion, and 
| prove an origin more than human. We find more - 
| over, what his enemies were. forced to acknowledge, 
| . 1020 ; —what 
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7 „ 
hat ſome of the ensmies of his religion are ſtill 
forced to ack nowledge, that he ſpake as never 
man ſpake. His doctrine bears not the ſtamp 
of human device, but breathes the air of Heaven : 
the worſhip he enjoins is pute and ſpiritual, like that 
Being wd is the Author of it; and his morality, © 
whether we conſider the principles on which it is 
founded,” the extent in which it is calculated to ope · 

mite, or the motives and ſanctions by which it is en- 

forced, muſt app ear, to every candid mind, the pureſt 

and moſt perfect, that ever was ner . _ 

tion of nn | 
116 is neither W nor e that 1 ſhould 
enter, at preſent, into a detail of the doctrines which 

eoriſtitute the objects of my faith, or run over even 
the outlines of that evidence on which my faith is 
founded. Permit me, Sir, only to obſerve, that I 
find within myſelf, what to me is in the room of 
many proofs. I know my wants. Chriſtianity 8. 
the only religion that ſupplies them. I feel the 
ſymptoms of a fallen, degenerate nature : Chriſtiani- 
ty points vut its origin, and furniſhes the means of 
its reſtoration. | I feel my own guilt; feel that 1 
have offended the purity of God; that I am obnoxi- 

| ons'to his juſtice, and deferve his vengeance. Chriſ- 
taniy offers me pardon, ſhews me a propitious God 
ready, for Chriſt's ſake, to become a reconciled Fa- 
ther, and bids me be of good cheer, for my ſins are 
forgiven. I feel my weakneſs to reſiſt temptation, 
md my inſufficiency to practiſe duty: Chriſtianity 
mn me with 3 armour, inſpires me with 

forti- 
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To eetiende, cond diſcovers God himſelf fighting on the 


fide of the faithful“ Finally, I find, that this world 


is unable to fill the capacity of my deſires. I long 


for ſomethiing that it cannot give; I look with wiſh. 
ful eyes beyond its boundaries, and would fondly | 


live and be happy, after its vanities are at an end, 
Chriſtianity, and Chriſtianity alone, has given me 


the full, explicit aſſurance, that I ſhall live and be 


happy, if I embrace thoſe terms of ſalvation which 
the Goſpel propoſes. In one word, Chriſt alone 
binds up the broken heart, and ſpeaks peace to the 
guilty ſoul. Chriſt alone offers ſupport to the weak, 
and guidance to the fallible. Chriſt alone has o- 
pened the gates af Heaven, and purchaſed by his 
blood thaſe certain hopes of immortality, without 
which the goods of the world were taſteleſs, and the 


evils in ſupportable. For theſe reaſons, Sir, I have 


taken Jeſus Ohriſt as my Saviour. For theſe reaſons 1 


take his religion as the guide of my life, and will re- 


commend it to others, as the only religion that can lead 
to peace of mind here, as well as everlaſting happineſs 
| hereafter. | Difficulties, Sir, I have found in Chriſ- 


du:sanity; but difficulties I find in all the works and 


ways of God; and it were extreme folly, as well as 
preſumption, to expect, that the limited faculties of 
man ſhould fathom the depths of the divine wiſdom. 
Our holy religion makes clear, what before was co- 


vered with obſcurity, reveals whatever is neceſſary for | 


us to know, and communicates a light adapted to 


bur ſtate: a light ſufficient for all the purpoſes of 


piety and virtue, and for leading us on to that 


Cs FO when the intellectual — ſhall be enar 
bled 


— 


E 


bled to wks in a ie range; when the difficulties, 
that now perplex, ſhall be ſolved, the plans of 'the 
divine government more clearly diſcovered, arid tlie 
myſtery of redemption more fully 'comprehended. 


Theſe, 1 are men my ſentiments of Chriſti- 


anity. 


| II. 

Lou have, Sir, properly teſtified your belief in tlie 
goſpel. But you cannot be ignorant that what is 
called the Chriſtian world, is ſeparated into different 
denominations; which are diſtiriguiſhed by the titles 


of different churches: Among theſe, the two grand 
diviſions. which prevail in Europe, are Popery and 


| Proteſtantiſm. Popery is a ſcheme of a moſt dar- 
ing and extraordinary nature. Its pretenſions, its 


doctrines, its practices, its ſpirit may well ftrike us 
with aſtoniſhment, and I might add, with horror. 
After having reigned triumphant for ſeveral ages, it 
was vigorouſly and ſucceſsfully oppoſed. Its autho- 
tity was diſclaimed, and its corruptions laid open; 


the Scriptures were appealed to againſt it; and that 


great Proteſtant ſeparation was formed, which hath 


been ſupported by many conſiderable nations. The 


matters in diſpute between the Papiſts and the Pro- 
teſtants are not ſlight and trivial, but, in various re- 
ſpects, infinitely important. Lou will give me leave, 
* to aſk Jop. 

What are your ſentiments of Popery, and of tlie 
Proteſtant Reformation? 


A. 
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6 7 ſentiments. of. -Popery, Sir, are the Sw 


of abhorrence. - I confider it as the groſſeſt corrup- 
tion, poſſible to conceive, of the pureſt religion that | 


ever appeared in the world. It has converted the 


beautiful ſimplicity of the goſpel into an artful ſyſtem 


of prieſtcraft, contrived to blind, miſlead, and plun- 
der the multitude. The idolatry of its worſhip is 


too palpable to admit of excuſe. By claiming infalli- 


bility to its head, it eſtabliſhes 2 tyranny of the 
blackeſt and moſt formidable kind. By its auricu- 
lar confeſſions, it deſtroys all confidence of inter- 
courſe, and, by its abſolving power, opens a door 
and even holds out encouragement to the moſt flagi- 


|  gjous crimes. We conclude with aſſurance that ſuch 


a . em cannot be founded in a revelation, which 
has God for its Author: for the Father of Lights 
cannot be the father of idolatry, ſuperſtition and im- 


morality. We find, on examination, that its pre- 


tenſions to ſupport from Scripture are frivolous in 
the extreme, and when it appeals to tradition, we 


deny the competence of the authority. It is not ne- 


ceſſary, that I ſhould point out the particular errors 
of Popery, which render it the abhorrence of every 
liberal mind. It is, indeed, a ſyſtem of error, cal- 
culated to gratify pride and avarice, at the expence 


of truth, liberty, piety and virtue. Till T can re- 


_. concile my mind to the groſſeſt idolatry ; to ſpiri- 


tual tyranny in its blackeft and moſt terrible forms; 
to worſhip the moſt ſuperſtitious and unſcriptural; 


in a word, to fable, abſurdity, and contradiction 


till I can reconcile my mind to thele, ] can never 
i re- 


2 1 1 


alia to r or ceaſe to pray for 3 its A | 
fall. Thinking, as I do, of Popery, I muſt think | 


of courſe, that the Proteſtant reformation was like a 
- ſecond rifng- of the ſun of righteouſneſs on earth. 
By ſhaking off the fetters of anti-chriſtian tyranny, 
it opened the way to freedom of enquiry, and that 


opened the way to truth. By putting the Scriptures 


into the hands of the people, from whom they had 


been long withheld, it gave them that infallible guide 


which they had been taught to look for in a diffe- 


rent quarter; encouraged them to uſe their own rea- 
ſon in the inveſtigation of religious matters, and 


| ſhewed them, that their ſalvation muſt depend, not 
upon Saints and-Prieſts, but upon God and them- 
ſelves. In a word, to the reformation we owe that 
light and liberty, with which we are at preſent bleſſ- 
ed. To the reformation I look back with thankful- 
neſs and joy, and will endeavour, by the bleſſing of 


God, to promote the reformed: intereſt, as long as 


Heaven ſhall ſpare my life: promote it, however, 
not by thoſe arts which. Popery employs againſt its 
opponents ; not-by a ſpirit of bigotry and perſecu- 
tion ; riot by encouraging or abetting the civil pow- 
er in oppreſſing men for conſcience ſake ;—but, by 
the uſe of reaſon, ſcripture, and candid argumenta- 


tion, the only weapons, which, in my opinion, a 


Chriſtian Miniſter ought to employ. 


I. 


8 have, Sir, well declared your e 
and diſlike of a ſcheme ſo abſurd, anti- chriſtian, and 


; Pry as Popery ; and your adherence to the 


Pro- 


1 1 


| Protefiant reformation on its * principles; . But 
even the members of the Proteſtant church are 
divided into different ſects; and this is the caſe in 
our own country. One profeſſion of Chriſtians in 
England is peculiarly favoured by the laws; and its 
Clergy are provided for by the ſtate, in ſueh a man- 
ner as to lay open to many of them the acquiſition | 
of conſiderable emoluments and dignities. On the 
contrary, ſuch as become Miniſters among the Diſ- 
ſenters muſt expect, by far the greater part of them 
at leaſt, to meet with a number of difficulties and 
hardſhips. Their difficulties and hardſhips will pro- 
bably be ſuch, as can only be borne with fortitude 
and alacrity, by the conſciouſneſs of being concern- | 
ed in a good cauſe, by the poſſeſſion. of a very ſeri- 
ous ſpirit, and by the proſpect of another world. 
Since, therefore, conſidering the matter in a tempo- 
ral view, it would be natural and deſirable to apply 
to the eſtabliſhment ; ; let me 9 Neu, 1 


Why do you 8 to engage in a the Chriſtian 
Miniſtry among the Proteſtant Diſſenters? 


ANSWER. 


* 8 "I engaging in the. Chriſtian Miniſtry 
- among the Proteſtant Diſſenters are ſhortly theſe. I 
cannot approve of the church as conſtituted in this 
country. I conceive its modes of government, diſ- 

_ cipline, and worſhip, to be inconſiſtent with the fim- 
plicity and liberty of the goſpel. The civil and reli- 
gious eſtabliſhments have too much interference. 


That equality of rank is deſtroyed which ought to 
ſubſiſt 


t * 1 


- Gablil among the: Miniſters of region, and à hier- 


archyiſet up, for which I can neither find authority - 
in detipture, nor expedience in reaſon; and fromm 


. which, ] am perſuaded, many bad conſequences muſt 
ariſe. Among the Diſſenters I am freed of all theſe 
inconveniences; '* Their mode of worfhip' is con- 
formable to my own ideas.” No man uſurps autho- 
ry over my conſcience,” and I am left at Aberty to 


act, in every thing that regards religion, according 
to- the dictates of my own mind. I follow the 


ſcheme which to me appears moſt agrecable to rea- 


ſon and "Scripture, | withoat blaming thoſe, who, 

from conviction, hold a different opitiion. - Whilft 
Lam freed from thoſe uiconveniences- which! relate 
to conſchehes, I am aware, that as a; Diſſentor, 1 


_ firaſt HAbout under others of à different kind. But 
_ againſt theſe I have prepared my mand; and am - 
ſalved to endute them: with chearfulaeſs, 
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the Chriſtian Miniſtty, aud we have rea- 
engage in the Carnyu * 0 1— 


ſon to believe, chat vou are well furniffted for the 
ſacred work. But ix is om the foundation/of kmows 


ledge that can be laid in early life; and continued 


time and labour will be neceſſary. to complete the ſu- 
perſtructure. There are ſeveral branches of ſcience 


and literature which may be very uſeful to a 
Miniſter... - Somei wil: be peculiarly ſerviceable, | as. 

preparatory to a better underſtanding. of the divine 
oracles; and, above all, the holy Seriptures will be 


found art inexlianſtible ſource of wiſdom, pleaſure, 
1561 D | and 
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and advantage. The ſtudy of them, which is eſfen- 


Ns He 7 


þ Will you, as nity as in; to 
the ſtudy of the Seriptures, and to the farther acqui- 
ſition of ſuch other knowledge as may be * 


and e * 8 
8 8 6 NSWE = Os 


Eonviticed, HA am, that 5 Scrigturds i= aro the 
only rule of ; faith and manners that they alone 


teach the knowledge of God, and of that ſcheme of 


ſalvation, which is the wiſdom of God and the pow- 
er of God: convinted that from them alone I muſt 


draw comfort to myſelf, and adminiſter comfort to 


my people, I will ſearch. them with diligence, atten- 
tion, and fervent prayer to the Almighty, that he 
would guide me, by his fpirit, into all neceſſary 
truth, and make me comprehend the fcope and 
meaning of the Sacred Pentnen. Nor will I negle& 


ſuch other branches of knowledge, as may be neceſ- 
ſary for underſtanding the Scriptures myſelf, explain- 


ing them to others, and en nd oſcfulnels as 


© Chriſtian Miniſter, 
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„At is without doubt, of great importance for a 
Chriſtian Miniſter to poſſeſs a competent ſtock of 
knowledge in general, and of Scriptural knowledge 
. e But for what end is this a matter of 

ſuch 


ſuch momentous concern? not merely * he may 


contribute to his own amuſement, or even edifica- 


tion; but that he may perform his duty with faith» 
fulneſs ; that he may fincerely and affectionately im. 


part the words of inſtruftion, piety, conſolation, 1 


and eternal life to his hearers. The miniſterial work 
is, likewiſe, in various other reſpects, of infinite 
moment. Prayer, the adminiſtration of the ordi- 
nances, viſiting the fick, and many other obligations 
beſides, call for our utmoſt attention, ane and 


Will you, ee endeavour to A be 
ſeveral duties of the | Chriſtian Ceca * 


e e 
13 


10 feed che flock of Chriſt, and perform this datics 
incumbent on à Chriſtian Miniſter, I have ever conſi- 
dered as a taſk no leſs difficult than important. Dif- 
foult it is, Sir, in any ſituation. A circumſtance in 
my caſe, which delicacy forbids me to mention, but 
which will readily occur to every perſon in my-hear- 
ing, increaſes diffidence, and renders mie doubly ſen- 
ſidle to the weight of the charge I am about to un- 
dertake. I feel my utter inability to ſupport the 
dignity of a ſucceſſion, for the ſupport of which, the 
firſt rate talents would not be more than adequate: I 
can only anſwer for the ſincerity of my intentions. 
The abilities IT have, ſhall be employed with cheer- 
fulneſs and aſſiduity in the cauſe of Chriſt. To God 
J truſt for aſſiſtance and direction: to the candour of 
5 D. 2 my 


1 14 5 
| my people I muſt lock for many allowances. . In 
this dependence, I will uſe my beſt endeavours to 
perform the duties of my office with fidelity and di- 
ligenee: /- Happy, if I can be, in any degree, in- 
ſtrumental in promoting the ends of Chriſt's — 
e eee eee unto ne bas * 


* 
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| 1 . we are e engaged. i in inſirafting Porta —_— 
bort ng OWE; fellow-credfures,:::we. ourfelyes. ſhould 
be deſtitute of a divine principle, and walk unwor- 
thy of our ſacred profeſſion, it would be a deplorable 
caſe indeed Well may we tremble at the thoughts 
a dreadful a. fnustion; and earneſtly ſolicitous 
: ſhould we be, not to diſgrace, but adorn the name of 
that excellent Maſter to whoſe ſervice we are conſe- 
crated. _ 7” I oY 1-7 [2 


To tt # 44-7 * 


Will Jon, Co — eee in, 5 3 b 
tenor of your life and converſation, to behave in 
ſuch a manner as becometh a. Chriſtian and a Mini- 
nn 1403 01 a n 


— 
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1 will os through divine =o to live 
as becomes a profeſſor and teacher of - the =" 
praying to God, and requeſting - the prayers of all 
good- men; that he would guide me by his ſpirit, 
preſetve me from falling, and 1 me — and 


wa en in W 
„R. 
1 


439 ol e yitt - 


c FIR. 22 Of 4 9 2 py xp ede * 
The view you liave afforded of your good: 
ties, and ſerious diſpößtion, is very plealing.” WE 
doubt not of "the finterity of your piods reſefdtibns, 
and we hope that you will be enabled, by the divine 
affiftance, to carty them fully into exccufibü. * 
gur part, we ſhall fincerely and affectionately units 
in vir ſuppticationis to the author of every good and 
perfect gift, that an abundant blefling may be poure 
on your perſon and labours ; that you may be an up- | 
right, uſeful, and eminent aſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 'T 
In doing this, fince it is not diſagreeable to your-' - þ . 
ſelf, we ſhall make uſe of the rite of impoſition of - 
hands; with regard to which it is ſcarcely neceſſary - 
for me, in this aſſembly, to add, that we pretend not i 
to convey by it, any powers, whether extraordinary = 
or ordinary. Indeed, it appears to have been ſome- | Y 
times, uſed, in the Apoſtolic age, without ſuch an | ” 
intention. When St. Paul and Barnabus were ſepa- | 
rated to the particular employment of going out to 7 
the Gentiles, the Prophets and Teachers of Anti- IJ 
och prayed and laid their hands upon them, though # 
they had undoubtedly before received the holy ſpirit, - 
When, likewiſe, the ſeven Deacons were ordained 
by the Apoſtles, they did not receive the holy ſpirit 
at the time in · which the Apoſtles prayed and laid 
hands upon them; for it was a term of their being 
choſen to the office, that they ſhould be men who 
were previouſly- full of the holy ſpirit, and of wiſ- 
dom. In preſerving, therefore, this apoſtolic prac- 
tice, we only mean ſomewhat more expreſsly and 
ſolemnly to deſignate and mark out, to the Aſſem- 
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bly prefent, the perſons who have choſen to devote 
themſelyes to the work of the Miniſtry. And while, 
my worthy. young Brother, we pray for You, we 
Mall pray for OvaszLves. alſo, that we may each 
of us have grace of God to be found faithful. Thus 
may we be entitled to peace and comfort in this life; 


and thus, when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, may 


we receive 2 crown of glory, which fadeth not away | 
men. 
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NSIDERINC G the very 1 intimate, 
and endearing relation, in which I had ſo long 


the pleaſure of ſtanding to this Chriftian Society, it 


would be unkind to them, and ungenerous to you, 
Sir, whom they have called to ſucceed me in that re- 
lation, if I did not take a particular ' intereſt in the 
preſent/occaſion,' if I did not feel a more than com- 
mon ſolicitude for your reputation, uſefulneſs, and 


which the congregation in Monkwell Street have con- 
ferred upon you, by their deliberate choice, and that 
you ate properly affected by the folemnity, with 
which you have thus publicly been fet apart to your 
ſacred office as their paſtor, I entertain not à doubt. 

In cenſequence of both, and of the character you 
have hitherts maintained, J am fatisfied that vou 
wilt be earneſtly diſpoſed, with God's aſſiſtance, to 


and zeal. 
But of theſe, 1 whe cannot in effect give 
a better proof, than by imitating in the courſe of 
your Miniſtry the practice of St. Paul, as def- 
18 FF himſelf i in his ſecond * to the Corin- 


thians, 


comfort. That you are duly fenfible of the honour, = 


give them every we * of * e 
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thians, the fourth chapter, and the ſecond verſe; 
where, after he had aid, ** ſeeing therefore we have 


A this Miniſtry, as. we have received mercy we faint 
not, but have renounced the hidden things of 


<< diſhoneſty, not walking in graftineſs, not handling 


the word of God deceitfully,” he adds, © but by 
< manifeſtation of the truth commending;ourſelves 


eto every man's conſcience, in the fight of God” 


mark his expreſſions well by manfoſtation of 
the truth, commending ourſelves to every man's 


* 5 ee. in the We . 


1 my e wk 8 ee you vil, 
if I miſtake not, learn theſe three great points, pe- 
.culiarly deſerving your attention, firſt, at what kind 
of popularity you ſhould aim, as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel; you are to commendꝭ yourſelf to every man's 
. conſcience: ſecondly, by what means you muſt do 
this; by manifeſtation of the truth: and in the 
third place, from what principle yon ſhould thus 
28 in the ſight of God. I am ſure it will not of- 
fend you, Sir, and I hope it may not be unedifying 
to this aſſembly, if I now offer to your candour, in 
cheir preſence, ſuch ,imperfe&t hints on theſe topics, 
LY I have been able to throw together, in a ſtate of 
| indiſpoſi tion and pain, which I did not RTE hen 
1 undertook this part of the ſervice. 8 


1 As to the.Girſt point, 1 need not ſay, that you will 


naturally and juſtly ſeek the approbation of your 
:hearers in general, but eſpecially of the people with 
-whom you are connected as their Miniſter. The 

Preacher, 


x 


| OWI 


TEL : 


. * Paſtor, ho can be indifferent about 
dis reputation or acceptance, is a wretch and a fool, 
and will ſooner or later incur the infamy and the mi- 
ſery he merits. Lon, Sir, want not to be told, that 


your peace, your honour, your utility, will all de- 


pend, under God, on the character you ſhall be found 

to deſerve in your function; and I am certain, you 
. have too much worth, as well a8 an, to flight 
| intereſts ike theſe. 


* 


F 4 N you, the practice of our 
Apoſtle. He commended himſelf to every man's 


conſcience—to his Conſcience, not to his caprice, or 
prejudices, or ſinful paſſions, or fooliſh humours, or 


«itching ears, or love of flattery, or fond conceits of 


any kind. A popularity gained, by ſoothing or gra- 
ifying any of theſe, is poor, contemptible, wicked, 
impious, below the with of an honeſt man, odious 
in the eſtimation of a faithful Miniſter. You, my 
friend, will diſdain and deteſt it, by whomſoever it 
* acquired. $6, Tf,*2 ſays the ſame Apoſtle, ** I ſeek 
* to-pleaſe men, then am I not the ſervant of Jeſus 
Chriſt. If he: ſought the favour of his fellow 
creatures, at the expence of his integrity, to the de- 


merely in his own perſon, as ſeparate from the cauſe 
be eſpouſed, he ſhould in that caſe deem himſelf in- 
grateful to the compaſſionate Saviour, from whom he 
had received ſuch fingular mercy, and unfaithful to 
the holy Maſter, who had in ſo extraordinary a man- 
ner called him to be an Apoſtle, and had during his 
own ſd proachodqng . not for applauſe or 
wealth, 


rogation of his office, or yet from any view ending 
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wealth, nnn 1 but; to ſeck and 
+ fave them chat were loſt, t6'6are inſtead of inflam- 
ing the diſorders of bis heators, to renew, and in re- 
newing to comfort, the hearts of men, inſtead of fill- 
108 _ ne men Win n 1270 ene * 
„Bur 3 not el TRE man, hots: ah > 
"ding up, declare of himſelf, that he pleaſed all 


men in all things, and that he became all thingy 
to all men?” ” Moſt true; and for this ſpirit of ac- 
commodation he Has been reproached, with a tri- 


umphant air, by thoſe who had not the candour to 
ftudy his hiſtory, nor the ſouf to comprehend- his 


character. It is evident, from a fair conſideration 


of his words and of his condug,; that in 12 
himſelf to perfons of different ſects and parties, of 


different opinions and modes in religion and in life, 
he ated. from motides equally pure and benevolent. 
It was that he miglit gain ſome' to the love and 


obediente of che truth, to the laws and privileges of 
the pet Gad; of that Kingdom, Which, as 

| expriſſes it, is not meats and drinks“ 
confiſts aotinforad and ceremonies, or rules and 
obſſervances. vf a ritual nature, but ' righteouſneſs 
and peace and joy iu the Holy Ghoſt. As to him- 


ſelf, he utterly diſclaims any deſire of partial attach- 
ment, or undue reſpect froti his followers of what- 


ever denomiriation, with every idea of dominion o- 


ver {their faith. ''**, He preachod not himſelf, but 
< Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and himfelf their ſervant 


for Chriſt's ſake.” He reprobates "thoſe © who 
* wad the Peres of men in admiration,” whilſt 
a | they 


tw 1 


bs overlogked' their dactrine, or neglected their 


advice. With an enlargement of heart, which ſelf- 
| denial alone could teach him, he condems the un- 
reaſonable prepoſſeſſions that made one ſay, Tans 
« of; Paul,” and another, I am of Apollos. 
With a warmth af ſtyle that aroſe from the generous 
ardour of Bis. ſoul; full of piety and humility at the 
faine time, he adds, who then is Paul, and who is 
„ Apotlos, but Miniſters by whom ye believed, even 
aas the Lord gave to every man? I have planted ; 


8b he aſks on a ſimilar occaſion, was Paul cruci- 


Paul?“ What ſhall we ſay more! Wherever this 
exalted man could accommodate his inſtructions or 
his'deportmetit to the various conceptions, refpective 
ſituations, or innocent weakneſſes of his hearers, 
without ſacrificing his ſincerity, or debafing his func- 


nnd pliancy of the ſweeteſt child, with all the courte- 
cnſnefs and liberality of the moſt accompliſhed man. 

He knew that affection was not to be forced, but 
tonciliated; that characters and occations muſt be 
fudied ; that too ſtrong a light muſt not be thrown 
to diſtempered eyes; that every generous allowance 


arcumſtances of men, for their degrees of under- 
landing, and their diverſities of temper ; and/he con- 
* that the Preacher who- would be es to 


win 


«, Apollos watered: but God gave the encreaſe. 
%o then, neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth, bur God that giveth tlie 
© increaſe.” Poſſeſſed by the ſamo ſelf-denying ſpi- 


© fied. for you, ar were ye baptized in the name of 


tion, there he was ready to ſhew all the meekneſs 


mas to be made for the errors of education, and the 


2 A 


11 


win fouls” muſt be careful not to ſhock mem wits 
out neceflity-—I faid, without neceſſity. For there 
are caſes, in which it may be' abſolutely unavoidable 
to give charitable pain; where lenity to the offender 
would, as in 2 magiſtrate, be cruelty to the public, 
and palliating the fore would, as in a ſurgeon, be 

_ treachery to the patient. In ſhort St. Paul com- 
mended himſelf to every man's conſcience, when he 
could do ſo without violating his own. But when 
the honour of his Maſter, the dignity of his office as 
connected with that honour, and the- intereſts of 
truth and righteouſneſs as inſeparable from both, 
demanded a bold defiance of obſtinate adverſaries, or 
an open rebuke of erroneous friends, no one could 
diſplay a firmer mind, or a more intrepid zeal. He 

| feared no reſentment; he regarded no calumny. His 
principles inclined him to pleaſe men for their 
good to edifſcation as he has expreſſed it with a 
happy precifion : but his principles likewiſe raiſed 
him above every baſe and every mean compliance. 


|  Howeverdefireable it may be to convey wiſdom 
through the vehicle of delight; and thovgh' you, 
Sir, will practiſe this method as often as you can, 
(what prudent or good natured preacher would not 
wiſh to practiſe it?) yet there are times when you 
may find it impoſſible; as when you are obliged by 
faithfulneſs to expoſe popular follies and faſhionable 
fins, to uſe the language of undiſguiſed reproof, to 
aſſume the tone of virtuous indignation, or incul- 
cate rules of difcipline and ſtritneſs to which the 
licence of the age is totally adverſe. 7 

| ME, : 


+. — — 8 em 
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He chat ander lter will often diſpleaſe. 80 did 


St. Paul. Am I then your enemy, becauſe 1 
« yell you the truth?” 80 did St. Paul's maſter. 


«Theſe are hard fayings : who can bear them?” 


exclaimed many of his diſciples; and from that 
« time they walked no more with him: not to 
ſpeak of the perſecution he endured from the worſt 
men, becauſe he rebuked them with freedom. If, 


for doing your duty, you ſhould meet with fimilar | 
treatment from ſome, you may regret it, chiefly on 


their account who betray ſo bad a ſpirit: but Mill 
you will enjoy the conſciouſneſs of your own re&i- 


tude: you will triumph in the thought, that you are 
« a partaker of Chriſt's ſufferings: you will riſe in the 


eſteem of the beſt people and the ſoundeſt Judges ; 


and perhaps at the very inſtant that others are pro- 


yoked by the liberty, with which you have reproved 
their vices, or oppoſed their errors, they will feel in 
fpite of both, that you have commended yourſelf to 
their conſcience, and be forced in the ſecret of their 


hearts to confeſs the truth and to reſpect the preach- 
er. When Paul,” ſays the hiſtory, © reaſoned = 


concerning righteouſneſs, temperance, and judg- 
ment to come, Felix trembled.” The - unhappy 


man, though armed with power, elated with flattery, 


and attended by the guards of his perſon and the 
miniſters of his luxury, was nevertheleſs alarmed, 
>nfounded, and ſhaken through all his frame, by 


the thunder and lightening of the arguments, which 
the home felt hofror of a guilty mind could not help | 
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. truſt, Mr: Lindy, you will never ſatisfy. your - 
ſelf with vague harangues, or viſionary ſpeculations, 
230 the pulpit; ſuch as carry no conviction, touch no 
heart, tend to make no one preſent better or wiſer; how 
ever they may, for a motnent, amuſe the gaping mul- 
| titude, or excite.even the. loudeſt applauſe from the 
half judging. I truſt, you are of opinion, - that, one 
ſoul awakened, one finner converted, one believer 
confirmed, a ſingle hearer thrown back upon bimſclf, 
and ſent away filent; thoughtful, and anxious about 
his ſalvation, will be truer praiſe and a greater vic | 
. tory, than if erowds, turning to one another, ſhould 
cry ot, What elegance! What learning! How 
<< wonderful! What an orator! In reality, fo. few 
are qualified to pronounce on the critical merits of 


l a ſermon, or the comparative talents of the preacher, 


chat thoſe acclamations from the many are of no 
value i in themſelves, and will not be the object of a 
conſcientious Miniſter, On the other hand, per- 
haps, our places of worſhip are ſeldom attended by 
perſons ſo very ignorant or frivolous, that they may 
not, by the bleſſing of God; be made to feel, ſome 
time or other, the impreſſion of a pertinent, ſerious, 
and animated diſcourſe, addreſſed to their native ſenſe 
of right and wrong, or to the hopes and fears of e- 
ternity implanted within them. But furely an un- 
meaning and undiſcriminating noiſe of vulgar popu- 
larity, firſt raiſed by individuals, who affect to judge 
and to lead in thoſe matters, however unfit for either, 
and then joined by the ſequacious herd, is a very dif- 
ferent thing from the internal atteſtation. I deſeribe. 


Leave moſe who court to obtain and boaſt ſo ſmall a prize. 
It 


EL 


a It has been 8 and boaſted by coxcombs, by 


dunces, by bigots, by hypocrites. Come not 
thou into their ſecret: unto their aſſembly, my 


| brother, « be not thou united.” They ſacrifice / 


the honour and end of their function to the ſordid 
idol of ſelf· love, in the very name and 7 of the 


7 Foote High. 


city, zeal, and aſſiduity, acquired a better fame, envy 
not their ſucceſs, detrat not from their reputation, 
do them juſtice on all occaſions, and © bid them, 


God ſpeed.” If on the other fide, men poſſeſſed 


of equal merit, are not held in equal- eſteem, let 
them not on that account be leſs the objects of your 
reſpe&t and approbation. With regard to yourſelf, 
be affured, the only popularity that-will give you ſo- 


lid ſatisfaction in youth and age, in life and death, | 


muſt be derived from the hearts of thoſe who know 
you beſt, bearing witneſs to the truth, importance, 
and uſefulneſs of your inſtructions, to the affection 
and earneſtneſs with which you enforce them, and to 
the correſpondence of your converſation and deport- 
ment with all the reſt. Amongſt other paſſages of 
our Apoſtle on this ſubject, beſide that under con- 
| ſideration, read and meditate his farewell difcourſe 
to the Elders of Epheſus, What magnanimity, digni- 
ty, triumph, does he there expreſs, in a review of his 
Miniſtry, of the principles by which he was actuat- 
ed, and of the fidelity with which he had commend- 
" himſelf to every man 8 1 8 7 


If ſome better men of the profeſion have, by capa- | 


ſo ” 
—_ : — 
4 k 
8 — n ” * _ . — 1 _ 1 
2 — 
$i F - Ap bb — — — . ; 
= = 4 — - = — — 5 > —— — — — — a —— - ——— * ——— In — - — — $4 — 4 
* 2 . . 2 2 : 2 - < = . 2 — - —— — D——— 29 ** 
2. LE > - X * " - E 5 . * > $ . 
n 5 *- F "=: 5 — 
A — =_ I LB, 2s wth, ———— SIT SIPS EY IRE . * 
= 1 - — OD r Ads . . AO . = 2 2 
. = Py - = _— 2 AT 4 mg « PY . POE 
l 4 * o l —_ — = \ === —- = \ l 
n fy = * = = = \ 
a o _- \ _—_ - 


= 
R 6. Coe 


— 


<- 


— 
8 


3 — 22 — — 
2 * * =. EE IR 
p TETRA 5 2 
—_— 

a 8 


+. 
© * Obſerve again theſe fignificant words. He does 
not ſay, to every man's underſtanding, or fancy, or 
Paffions, But to every man's Conſcience. Were the 
dthers then to be fleglected or overlocked? By no 
means. If the underſtanding were left out, or little 
fegarded, where were fober thought, juſt concluſion, 
genuine principle, or rational conduct? If the fancy 
were deſpiſed or forgotten, how was attention to be 
effectually engaged from the generality of hearers, 
hom was ſenſibility to be called forth, or kept alive, 
in any” tolerable degree? And if there were no appli- 
cation to che paſſions, what was to ifitereft the ſoul, 
to rouſe Her from her floth in matters of ſpiritual con- 
bern, or to ſtimulate her intellectual exertions? The 
powers T ſpeak of were all formed by the hand of 
God: chey are all effential to the compoſition of 
man: they ought all therefore to be addreſſed in their - 
turn, and made fubſervient to his improvement. 5 
They are all accordingly addreſſed in Scripture, with 
equal wiſdom and energy; and to ſay, that any one 
of them ſhould be ſlighted by à preacher, were petu- 
lance and futility, or ignorance and dullnefs in the 
extreme. But {till I muſt think, that it is not ſuf- 
ficient to inform or ſatisfy the judgment, that it is 
not ſufficient to entertain or delight the ĩmagination; 
that it 1s not ſufficient to excite ſome temporary 
movements in the affections, however pleaſing or 
promiſing theſe may appear at the inſtant; ſince all. 
| this may be done, and yet the conſcience remain 
untouched, and the heart uninfluenced to any va. 
-luable \pyrpoſe, as before. Mere aſſent does not con- 
ſtitute 


c $5 


Ritute vital eh; brilniant 3 will not 
make any man truly wife; and ſtrong emotions have 
no neceſſary connexion with the duties of religion, of 
the offices of life. A repreſentation on” the theatre 
may amuſe,” may ſtrike, may agitate, while it laſts, 
but is no ſooner over than it fades from the mind, 
wirhout leaving there one noble ſenfation or one vir- 
tuous refolve. And a diſcourſe from the pulpit may 
be full of argument, or deſcription, or feryour of a 
certain kind, or all theſe together, arid yet do no good | 
=Why?—Becauſe i it may only prove whit is already 
admitted, or pleaſe the injudicious with glittering 
conceits and gaudy phantoms, or raiſe at the mo- 
ment ſome mechanical feelings, wonderfully flatter- 
ing, and eafily miſtaken for devotion or benevolence; 
or peradventure it may unite theſe ſeveral effects; 
whilſt, in reality, nothing ſhall come home to men's 
buſineſs or boſoms, to the moſt important intereſts 
of ſociety, or to the mighty concerns of an ever- 
laſting exiſtence; and the hearer is left to go away 
remarking on the preacher, perhaps extolling him, 
without being prompted to pauſe and reflect upon 
himſelf. As we formerly mentioned, our Apoſtle _ 
reaſoned before Felix, till he treinbled. But why | | 
did he tremble ? Becauſe the topics on which the rea- = 
ſoning of the preacher turned were · righteouſneſs, = 
« temperance, and judgment to come,” that is, the 
topics of all others moſt directly calculated to lay hold, 
in that alarming manner, on the conſeience of a proud 5 
ſenſual and iniquitous governor, ſuch as his Auditor 
then's _— 
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„ While i IP your ſtudy, Sir, to let your 8 fie 
Pals ch as in a mirror, take care it do not flatter. 
It ſhould indeed neither magnify, nor diminiſh, nor 
exhibit any object different from the reality. Let it 
- ſill *ſhow./ Virtue. her own feature, Vice her own 
image, the very age and body ofthe time their form and 
preſſure.” If thoſe, to whom you hold it up with a 
| Ready determined hand, ſhould, after viewing them- 
ſelyes truly reflected there, fail to profit by the diſco- 
very, like the man St. James deſcribes, ** who, 
_ +, beholding his natural face in a glaſs, goeth away 
1 and forgetteth what manner of perſon he is, 
what blemiſhes: he ſhould remove or leſſen, what ad- 
vantages he ſhould preſerve and improve, the fault 
is not yours: you have done what became you; and 
0 though in that inſtance your hearers ſhall have neg- 
lected your admonition, JT Nen muſt atteſt your 

ä 5 RT a 


Co 


3 * vir, on PS, engen, earneſtly to re- 
mod what our good old divines. called Experi- 
mental preaching, in which I cannot but think the 
more enlightened partof them excelled; and that which 
1 conceive ſhould be joined with i it, if indeed they are 
not one and the ſame, Characteriſtic preaching, as | 
would take the liberty to ſtyle it. Avoiding of- 
fenſive perſonalities, invidious applications, illiberat 
cenſures, with all ludicrous and trivial particulars, 
its aim is to delineate, as opportunity ſerves, the 
principles and yiews, the ruling paſſions and inci- 


dental propenſities, the different conduct, diſcourſe, 
' purſuits, 


> *. 
„ * 


E 


audits -and -taſtes-of good and bad then; chedbgh 
their various modifieations-and conditions, with the 
different ways in which they are affected by the e. 


vents of providence, by the claims of religion, and 


1 the OS of Heaven on 3 eee 


* * 
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abies me the We who has not msd ts 5 
fyſtem. merely in the ſchool or in the cloſet, but has 
ſtudied Chriſtianity in the writings of the Ne Teſ- 


who is acquainted with the rules: of a ſound and li- 


= caſuiſtry, equally removed from rigour and 


laxneſs; who nen extremes of elating 
his hearers into preſumption, or ſinking them into 
deſpair; who with a generous freedom unfolds the 
grace and mercy of the evangelical eovenant on the one 
hand, and on the other ſtates its ſacred and indiſpen- 
fable terms with the greateſt clearneſs and firmneſs, 
not-daring to explain away or ſoften down a ane 


precept of Chriſt, in favour to the corruptions of 


men, nor yet to repreſent his ſervice as gloomy or 


ſevere. Give me the preacher who probes the 


wounded ſpirit to the bottom, not to jrritate but to 


heal it, to heal it radically, not to palliate the ſore; 
who is ſolicitous to relieve the doubting yet honeſt 


mind, to ſtrengthen the virtuous yet feeble reſolu- 
tion, to recal the unhappy wanderer from the road 
of truth or duty, and to comfort the mourner in 
Zion; but who at the ſame time is too ſincere 

% to ſpeak peace where God has ſpoken no peace; 
who on the contrary bears down upon the rf ret . 
teous and felt- deluded finner with a torrent o con- 
295 „ viction, 


* 


4 " 1 
ien, that's ſhall fmeepaway the refuge of lies.” Give 
me the preacher who knows:how' to paint the ſhades 
and gradations-6f. vice and: impiety, to expoſe the 
guilt. and miſery of both, to contraſt the vppoſits 
ſtates of ſin and holineſs, to diſtinguiſh between 
wilful tranſgreſſion and involuntary frailty, between 
growth: and decay, between ſtrength and weakneſs, 
in the ſpiritual lifs;:'aboverall-to-deferibe,' with ſkill, 
and with feeling, the mature and excellence, the rife 
and progreſs the workings, cbmflicts, and victeries 
of the ditine principle in the ſoul of a ſincere believer, 
till it arrives at perfection in the regions of immor- 
tality give me ſuch «preacher; and Iwill embrace 
him with love and veneration, to whatever commu- 
nion be belongs, I will honour and applaud. him as 
_ 55 Maſter an Iſrael, and “ a workman that need 
eth not Gee, g rightly dividing, 8 10 ue od 
* "ey ras: bits: sansa erg offs 1s s 
wob. n3*0! 40 waews As 125 3 

Fi 07 once more W. this 190 abi the Apoſtle 
ene of commending himſelf to the eonſcience 
of any particular man or claſs of men, but to Every 
man's conſcience without enception. He Was, in 
the beſt ſenile! of the phraſe, 3 Catholic preacher. 
He no ſooner ſhock off the fetters of Jewiſh preju- 
dice, than his affections expanded to the whole hu- 
Wan ter; from a forious biget he became an ar- 
dent philanthropiſt. The ſpirit of Chriſtianity, like 
the lięht of the ſun that animates all nature, æ indled in 
bis boſom a flame. of ;univerſal benevolence. He 
eonſidercd his.labours as a, kind of general property. 
+ 1 * cries. dend 9 e to the Greeks 


cc and 


| 59 1 


* 


5 10 1 both to the wiſe and to the | 


«6 n How Horne) a ſentiment! How differ 


. Pagan Philoſophers, who confined. their doctrines to 
the rich, the learned, and the great, looking on the 
| reſt of mankind. as beneath their notice; perhaps 


from a ſuppoſition, that they could dock but Ake to 
W eapſequence..; or ene waned wn fact 


2 


St. Paul . on higher grounds. * 

f th his maſter; had preached the Goſpel to the poor, 
tio the illiterate, to the deſpiſed of this world; and 
pad commanded it 40 he preached, h his. Apoſiles 
and. Miniſters“ to all nations; that “ with Gad 
there was no reſpect of perſons.;” th at © he would 
1 have all men every where to Acpent, and come to 
the knowledge of the truth; that as ſalyation 
Was equally deſigned for all, he Were willing to as- 

cept of it on the terms propoſed, ſo it ſhould be equally 


offered to all; that the ſoul of every man was infi- 


nitely eren in the eſtimation. of his Maker and 


Redeemer; and that every man's conſcience was 


formed with @ power of enjoying the moſt exalted 
ſatis faction, or of ſuffering the deepeſt anguiſh, both 
here and hereafter, according to the deeds done in 
„the body whether they be good or evil.“ Such 
conſiderations will help us to account for the com: 
prehenſive and impartial zeal of our Apoſtle; and 
ſuch conſiderations will prevent you, Sir, from ever 
intentionally neglecting any part of your audience, 
be their capacity, condition, or character, what it 
. Impreſſed with ſued conſiderations, you will 
'E 4 be 


t 60 ] 
be farfrom ſtudying the taſte, or ſeeking the appro- 
bation, of your more enlightened, and refined, or 


critical hearers only, without regard to the bulk of 
the people: you will be far from palliating the vices 


of the wealthy, any more than thoſe of the neceffi- 
tous: you will readily . condeſcend to men of low 
1 eſtate; as, without flattering, you will ſhow due 
| reſpe& to better rank, Let me'obſerve by the way, 
that your attention to virtuous obſcurity will be am- 
ply rewarded in the very act. Amongſt perſons of 
humble ſation in this place, you will find thoſe who 
are entitled to much eſteem for their native ſenſe, 
modeſt worth, and ſober unpretending piety. I 
ſhall always remember them with affection, and re- 
fle& with pleaſure on the | agreeable and edifying 
hours I paſt in their company. The world knows 
them not, nor are they ambitious of its knowing 
them. But the moſt valuable metals have been fre- 
5 e diſcovered, where . were en bee we 


With many 1 it is A too common to * 
get the grand diſtinction of righteous and wicked, 
that divides mankind; compared to which all other 
diſtinctions are trifling and vain. Of courſe they 
addreſs themſelves to their hearers without diſcrimi- 
nation, and conſequently without effect. Many too 
ſeem to think only of the Saints, and to dwell ex- 
cluſively on their peculiar privileges, as if they a- 
lone were preſent; or as if the Sinners that mixed 
with them deſerved no regard; or as if the former 
were n to no ſnares, no deviations, or ſelf-de- 


TO many likewiſe it may be remarked, when 
they 


ü J 
Gen ſpeak of the latter, that by g their 
guilt, confounding their characters, and not allow- 
ing them any degree of virtue or of N they ei- 
ther fill them with deſpair of amendment, or lead 
them to harden their hearts 8 22 e | 
ming appear ſo unjuſt. 


Let impartiality, my dear Sir, be your conſtant - 
rule. Conſider the word of the Lord to the Prophet 
as directed to you: © cry aloud. ſpare not, lift up 
„thy voice like à trumpet, and ſhow my people 
their tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of Jacob their 
« fins.” Boldly remind the profeſſors of religion, 
that neither ſoundneſs of belief, nor ſtrictneſs of ap- 
pearance, nor ſolemnity of diſcourſe, nor the moſt 
numerous or ſpecious forms of devotion, nor the 
warmeſt attachment to any particular ſyſtem or ſect, 
nor yet the higheſt pretenſions to I know not what 
extraordinary emotions and extacies, can ever ſanc- | 

tify falſehood, or fraud, malignity, arrogance, or 

felfiſhneſs.; Boldly remind them, that if they are 
| guilty of theſe things, all the reſt will 'only ſerve to 


encrealdi their condemnation tenfold, and to caſt the 


 fouleſt reproach on that worthy name! which they 
. moſt unworthily aſſume. With equal boldneſs on 


the other hand, tell the men of the world, that the 


parade of ſentiment, the punctilio of honour, or 
even the frequent diſplay of what they call Good na- 
ture, will but ill atone for vice and prophaneneſs. 
Nor fail to warn, with unreſerved freedom, the idle 
and the giddy, againſt truſting to their ſuppoſed in- 
—— * „they run not to the ſame exceſs 

a « of 


; : Te. [ 623 ] f 

of riot with dhe debayched: and the profligate, 
| Incpleate upon them again and again, chat an inſig· 
nificant life is utterly unbecoming-reafonable beings ; 
and that no.conduQt, which hag not principle for its 
guide; will avail in. the hour of. cog Ow 
of death, or at the laſt tribunal. r 5 Kolk! 
5 But whilſt you oat in mo- 
niſhing all, ſce chat you be candid.too and diſcreet. 


dempering che feryour of zeal, * with the, meckneſs 


of wiſdom ; and be aſſured. that ſo long as you 
- thus hold up the ſtandard of a ſolid; vnaffected, and 


noble piety, there are few, Ney few, of any deſcrip- 


tion within the reach of eur, voice, who will not 
be convinced at their hearts, that your cauſe is good, 
and that, in maintaining it without fear, and with- 
out enn and an honownble 
_— FOR WER 4 C-64 ln: 5510 De 090-2149 : 
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| Which eee to a more © nts, in ho 
next place, hy what means you: ſhall commend your- 
{elf to every man's conſcience. + And this we learn 
at once, from the pract iee of our Apoſtle. ; It is by 


manifeſtation of the truth not of the truth in 


general: your huſineſs here is not to make men 


ſcholars, hut ehriſtians not of this, or that, or the 
other paxticular truth-of religion, in excluſion of the 


reſt: you ate to declare the hole counſel of God, 
as far as you underſtand it, and to keep back no- 
thing chat is profitable. arenen is with 
the truth at large, with “ the truth,“ ſo called by 
8 . with = the wofd of God 


mentioned 


[6] 


4 faithful and the true witneſs,” who came from the 
God of truth, to reveal his with fbr the ſalvation of 


man. Your concern i with that truth which was 
publiſhed by Chriſt and hie Apoſtles, confirmed bj, 
2 and a ee ae 54 the ee 


ee dee aa eee truth which * ade 


the teſt of ſeventeen hundred years and upwards; 


maintaining its ground in che moſt enlightened ages 
and countries, after the fulleſt and freeſt enquiries, 
againſt the ſcoffs of inſidelity, and the flames of per- 


ſecution, amidſt the blindneſs of 'bigots, and the 


_ wrangling of artful or ignorant prieſts hat "ſhall 
I ſay more?—with that truth which has made in- 


numerable-ſouls free, by delivering them from the 


bondage of error and corruption, into the glorious 
liberty of the ſons of God.“ In à word, your 
concern is with the whole extenſive ſyſtem of leading 
fats, divine doctrines, moral: precepts, evangelical 
| ordinances, Precious | promiſes, and 'tremendous 
+ threatenings, contained in the New Teſtament, and 
conſtituting altogether that admirable ſuperſtru@urg 
which Chriſtianity has raifed, partly on the ſounda- 
tion of the Old, as predifting and prefiguring it, and 
- partly on that of Natural Religion, whoſe principles 
it corroborates, and whoſe defects it ſupplies. Such, 
my reverend Brother, is in ſubſtance” the truth 
ae called to manifeſt fairly and openly, without pre- 
varication or diſguiſe, but not without diſtinction, 


- 


IDs. 


mentionec immediately 1before our text; . 
eſpecially with 5+ tbe truth as it is in Jeſus, the 


„ 
or à proper regard to the matter, the compoſition, 
the ee and this en ne a nn, 800 
1. Warn —_ to the 3 it ſhould Sanden 
et and diverſified, as the field that lies 
before you. Survey it for a moment. Does it not 
preſent to view whatever can be conceived moſt a- 
mĩable or awful i in the attributes, will, and counſels 
of the Supreme, or moſt wonderful, affecting, and 
inſtructive in the diſpenſations of his Providence, 
or moſt intereſting to man in his fingle or ſocial ca- 
Pacity, as a mortal or immortal, a fallen or redeem- 
ed, a guilty or pardoned, a ſinful or ſanctified crea- 
ture, as a rational, moral, and accountable agent ? 
Does it not lay open his origin, his frame, his wiſh- 
es, and his wants, with his total inſufficiency for his 
_ own happineſs? Does it not diſcover the errors of 
his underſtanding; che wanderings of his imagina- 
tion, the tyranny of his paſſions, the diſorders of his 
heart,and his utter inability torecover himſelf, without 
a ſuperior interpoſition, and heavenly aid? Does it not 
ſet forth the deformity: of vice, and the beauty of holi- 
neſs, with their reſpective fruit, both preſent and 
future, the vanity; of the world, the ſhortneſs of 
life, the certainty of death, the ſolemnities of judg- 
| ment, and. the infinite magnitude of eternal things? 
In fine, does it not diſplay . the excellency of the 
< knowledge of Chriſt, the divine perfections of 
his character, the ſacred ſimplicity of his doctrines, 
the purity and benignity of his laws, the ſublime 
and beautiful graces of his canverſation and demean- 
our, his aſtoniſhing humiliction, meritorious ſuffer- 

ings, 
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ings, and triumphant reſurrection. wich the great⸗ 
neſs of his conſequent exaltation, the power of his 
almighty ſpirit, the wiſdom and mildneſs of his ad- 
miniſtration, the conſtitution, order, privileges, and 
extent of his church, the-glories of his ſecond com- 
ing, and, to ſay the whole at once, his all-ſafficiency 
to fave a lapſed creation? What a field for the 
Chriſtian Preacher! How vaſt, how various, and 

manificent! Where, alas, is the man that can do 
it juſtice? But are not they to be pitied, who for 

want of talents, or taſte, or liberality, or feeling, or 
induſtry, or zeal, circumſeribe their views to a few 
particular ſpots, which they go over and over per- 
petually, without variation, and without end; in- 
ſtead of — hat? —inſtead of expatiating delightfully 
amidſt its treaſures, and improving them by turns, 
for their own benefit, and that of others? Would 
you call ſuch men . faithful ſtewards of the manifold 
4, grace of God?” Would you call ſich men * able 
_ + Miniſters of the New Teſtament2” Is this that 
© manifeſtation of the truth,” by which the apoſtte 


Paul commended himſelf to every man's conſcience ? 


You will not, you cannot think it. 


Surely, Sir, you are better acquainted with that 
complex inſtrument, the haman mind, than to ſup- 
poſe you ſhould ſtrike only ſome of it's ſtrings; 
when by a larger compaſs, and greater command, 
you may bring out ſo much more expreſſion and har- 
mony. And for your Bible, you know and love it 
too well, to forget, that all Sctipture is given by 
+* inſpicatian of Your and is profitable for doctrine, 
r 


+ "ay 


I 0 
« for reproef, for correction, for inſtructien in 
„ righteouſneſs; that the man of God may be per- 

1 n NT PILE prints rg works,” | 


Thoſe en peur to me 00 defeQive; aw 
auell inceſſantly on the depravity of nature, and our 
| Juſtification by faith, or on the dignity of man, and 
the ſufficiency of virtue; treating of either in a looſe 


and declamatory,'orin a dry and metaphyſical, man- 


ner; ſo as to leave the boundaries of truth, and the 
obligations of morality, undetermined; or what is 
worſe,” to ſet the doctrines and duties of religion at 
variance. Of all hereſies, indeed, the moſt dan- 


gerous and pernicious ſeems te be that of ery- 


ing up it's doctrines, in prejudice to it's duties, or 
in neglect of them; that of depreciating the impor- 
tance of a holy life, or touching on it in a feeble, 


reluctant, and tranſient manner. Thus in effect, 


« Chriſt is made the miniſter of fin,” the grace of 
God, offered in the goſpel, is perverted into an en- 
gine of corruption, and bad men are buoyed up with 
a groundleſs confidence into fatal ſecurity. If Chriſ- 
tianity be not calculated to render it's diſciples vir- 
tuous and happy, what valuable end can it ſerve? 
But if it be, as it doubtleſs is, calculated to do both 
at the ſame time, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe whoſe 


doctrine tends to repreſent it as an encouragement - 


to live in vice, and yet to hope for Heaven? They 
| muſt be horribly depraved, or firangely delud- 
ed. On the other fide, it argues very little ac- 
quaintance with the heart, or the, hiſtory of man, to 
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n ever juſt, or by moral harangues, how- 
erer fine, ingependently of thoſe great principles and 

motives, which muſt lead him from himſelf to God, 
for pardon, aſſiſtance, and eternal life, in the road 
of an unfeigned repentance, an humble truſt, and an 
unreſerved obedienee. But why infiſt on a point ſo 
plain? You, Sit, will never with to put aſunder 
„ what God hath Joined.“ 19 "You will preach faith, 
« without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe him” ; but 
whatfaith? That only * which worketh e puri- 
„% fieth the heart, overcometh the world, and keepeth 
« tlie commandments.” And you will preach mo- 
rality ; but what morality? That alone which I 
have now mentioned, as the fruit and operation of 
genuĩne faith ; that alone which makes 1 men ſincere- 
ly and uniformly good, from choice, from principle, 
from a ſenſe of duty, from the inſpiring proſpect of 
God 's VOTER i a bleſſed immortality, 

In this kind of preaching you will be- confirmed. 
not only by St. Paul's own practice, which I need 
not deſcribe to you, but by his emphatical charge to 
his beloved pupil, the young Evangeliſt Timothy. 
His words are indeed remarkable, and never to be 
forgotten : This is a faithful ſaying; and theſe 
® things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they 
i who believe i in God be careful to maintain good 
45 works. WET! rs | 

Truſt me, Sir, this practical 88 of the 
truth will do more to convince the. conſcience, and 
to. warm the heart, than all the ſcholaſtic notions, 


and 


\ 


1 68-1] 


ad philoſophical refinements, in tho-world. They 
are too remote from life, from action, from affec- 
| tion, from the deſign of God in forming the ſoul 
for the love and enjoyment of that which is his 
image and his glory, divine truth. From this bright 
| ineſtimable obje& the ſoul, indeed, is prone to be 

ſeduced, by appetite, paſſion, and deceit : the then 
wanders in darkneſs and wretchedneſs, purſuing 
1 phantoms that flatter, di ſappoi t, and diſtract her; 
till it pleaſes God to open her eyes, and ſhow her a- 
gain her-firſt companion and original friend. Hap- 
py, if yet diſpoſed to return]! For though ſhe muſt 
expect to be reproached, for having relinquiſhed ſo 
wiſe and ſo venerable an aſſociate, ſul if it is not 
her own frult, an everlaſting union may take place; 
and oh, what tranquillity and joy will be the reſult— 
How honourable for you, dear Sir, if you are often 
made the inſtrument of bringing about this bleſſed 

correſpondence — Shall I tell you what I efteem 
the. very triumph of the pulpit ? Suppoſe that you 
addreſs your audience on topics of the greateſt u- 
tility and moment; ſuch, for example, as draw 
deep into the deceitfulneſs of fin, the emptineſs of 
the world, the maladies of the heart, the reme- 
dies provided by the Goſpel, the manner of ap- 
plying them, the neceſſity of a new nature and a 
divine life, the worth of the ſoul, the need of fal- 
vation, afid the importance of eternity, with many 
others which might be named. And now, ſuppoſe, 
that whilſt you are thus engaged, time after time, 
your hearers are arreſted, ſuſpended, fixed, turned 


inward Land their own n minds, and d irrelitably led to 
LEE 
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| | ſay, every one for wüngeg «Tam che man conterued 
e in theſe things: theſe things demand my profound- 
| « oft regatd, my moſt folemn conſideration, my 
immediate improvement : they are che words of 
e truth and ſoberneſs: by the bleffing of. God, 1 
« will ponder and apply them, without a moment” 's 
. 10 2 call 1 the tetugpl of the palgit | 


If this widens not inflantlyfollowed with all the 
viſible effects, which might be wiſhed or hoped, deem 
it not, therefore, of no conſequence. Perſeyere, and 
repeat it as frequently as you can. Though it is not 
your province to change the heart, ſtill it may be of uſe 
to alarm the conſeience. Though the liyelieſt fears of 
that apprehenſive power are not always productive of 
| amendment, they: often contribute to f and where 
they do not operate 2 thorough conv ion, there is 
reaſon to believe they, notwithſtanding, in many 
cafes, check the progreſs of vice, and incite a variety . 
of actions, which, though not directly virtuous, are 
yet profitable to men, and as fuch, deſerving. of 
praiſe, - It is remarkable, that where the truth is | 
manifeſted with fidelity, the bearer ſhall often 
apply to himſelf, as aimed at him in particular, 
deſeriptions and admonitions, by no means pointed 
to any one individual, but only thrown out by way 
of general reproof or illuſtration, from the preach- 
ers knowledge of life and manners. A word 
« ſpoken in ſeaſon,” without any peculiar direction 
by the ſpeaker, like a bow drawn at a venture, 
ſhall pierce to the ſoul ſome conſcious finner, with a 
e that * can heal, but the ſalutary influ- 
„ | ence © 


/ 
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f ence of 1 To change the metaphor, the 


ſparks of conxiction, which have lain, perhaps, for 


many years latent in the trangreſſor s boſom, ſhall 


on ſome unſuſj &ed occaſion, | by the powerful cor- 


ruſcations of divine truth, like lightening from Hea- 

ven, be kindled into a fire, that no pride or depra- 
vity can extinguiſh, but that will continue to burn 
inwardly, till it has either wholly conſumed © the 


% old man which is corrupt, or at leaſt deſtroyed | 


ſome of thoſe *<* deceitful . luſts” or bad paſſions, 


that were hurtful to gr or would have led i into | 


"On, ruin. * 


. 3 . 8 | . 
us thas recommending to you more immediately 
1 the manifeſtation of the truth” with plainneſs, as 


it is contained in the ſacred writings, or connected | 


with them, do I mean, that you may neglect any 
| advantages or aids to be derived from general know- 
ledge, polite literature, or the rules of rhetoric? Far 


© otherwiſe. I wiſh you, Sir, to ſtudy all theſe very 
diligently. St. Paul was himſelf knowing, polite, 


and eloquent: nor did that Chriſtian Apoſtle ſcru- 


ple to quote heathen poets; neither can I at 


times help ſuppoſing, that he caught a portion of his 
fire from ſome of the ancient orators, a Pericles, 


perhaps, or a Demoſthenes; - fo firongly does he re- 
ſemble them in their ardent ſtyle, and impetuous 


manner | You cannot cultivate too carefully your | 
| acquaintance with the beſt authors of antiquity, thoſe 
juſtly approved models of good. ſenſe, fine writing, 
and genuine taſte. If, beſide them, you are con- 


verſant v with the moſt valuable writings of the mo- 


derns, : 


5 
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" Ad, in nern poetry, morals; philoſophy, ſei⸗ 
ences, and arts, your mind will be more and more 


© opened and enriched; you will acquire a greater . 


compaſs and variety of ideas, with a larger ſtore of 
images and alluſions, to, illuſtrate, enliven, and adorn 
them. Still, however, let the men of your coun- 
4 cil” be Moſes and the Prophets, the Evangeliſts | 
and Apoſtles, with thoſe pious and learned perſons 
of different ages, who have entered moſt fully into 
their meaning and ſpirit. When it is ſaid, that 
Apollos was an eloquent man, it is added, 10 and 
4 mighty in the Scriptures.” But whilſt for every 
a reaſon you ſearch them with peculiar attention, fail 
not to join a cloſe obſervation of the world, of the 
age you. live in, and eſpecially of the people with 
1 whom you are perſonally concerned. If to all 
| you. add a ſtrict examination of your own. heart, 
and an intimate experience of the power and ſweet- 
neſs of religion, as a vital principle within you, need 
| 1 ſay, that you will poſſeſs a treafure, from whence 
to bring forth things new and old,” adapted to e- 
| every cale and capacity ; - that you will be qualified 
to ſet the moſt important points in the moſt ſtriking 
lights, and impreſs them, on your 24 50 128 the : 
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80 much for the matter of your | infiru&ions” It 
is to be comprehenſi ve and various: but they are 
to turn chiefly on thoſe vie ws that are at once evi- 
dently ſeriptural and rational, alike ſerious and prac- 
tical, pointed to the confcience, applicable, 1 to life, 


and 9 with ne 5 
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= Let un hw a ſomething of 1 Style. 11 
| maten. 'of the truth be your object, you will 
_ conſider perſpicuity of ſtyle as of the firſt importance. 
Bilt dlear language will chiefly depend on clear con- 
ceptions. Ar Hat, accuracy of thinking will con- 
_ tribute to accuracy öf writing and of ſpeaking. You f 
| 75 will not, however, ſtop Bere. The preſent age de- f 
„ mands elegance : 4s well as correctnefs; and you have” 
ſome hearers that Will not be fatisfied without ir. 
8 As to thoſe miſeräble bunglers in the pulpit, and 
1 their miſerable admirers, who with no lefs ignorance 
5 than petulance, deery the beauties of diction, and 
tte graces of elocution, they only merit contempr 
= mingled with pity... The Preacher from the throne 
00 ſought to find out acceptable words,” and com- 
pares the ſayings of the wiſe to apples of gold ir in 
1 pictures of filver.” The graceful and pointed” 
words. of him, who 44 ſpake as never than ſpake, 
aſtoniſhed his hearers, and diſarmed his "adverſaries, 
| Apollos, we haye ſeen, is celebrated in Seriprurs ; 45 
1 eloquent man 25 and as to St. Paul, what per- 
fon of any taſte does not know, that however he 
diſelaimed, as became an Apoſtle of Chrift, what he 
| . calls, « the words of man's wiſdom,” that i is, the 
vain phileſophy, and artful ſophiſtry, ſo prevalent 
in his days, he was himſelf an orator of the firſt 
rank, full of force and elevation, with 4 *marvellous 
'*. *  earcer of mind, and torrent of ſtyle, by which he 
confounded and overwhelined the enemies of the _ 
truth, but which he could reſtrain and moderate 
when he thought proper, in ſuch a manner as of 


© temper the whole * into the — 'perfunii on. 
| 5 were 
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Gere TY indes POW chat che ede in ge- 
neral exhibit all che divenſified figures and energie of 
1 * the truck eloqnence, E-meari that; which not only ſu- . 
'  tisfies the judgment, and delights *ketinagination, but 
| 1 the conſcience and goes home to the heart. 
There Is undoubrediy; 28 there .vught) te be, great 
| Ampticity in many parts of the inſpired volumes. 
But what then ? It is a beautiful fimpligity, that ks 
nothing in it fully, flat, or tame. It is always haty- * 
ral, often tender and affecting, often too the compa- - 
nion of ſublimity, and not ſeldom it's parent. Reiz- 
1 gious truth is indeed 2 venerable form. They diſ- 
\. grace her dignity: who cover ber wich tatters, or 
ALlothe her in a mean garb; as thoſe prophane her 5 
- Pukity who trick her up in a flaunting attire, or dif= + 
guiſe her chaſte and ſerious” countenance with arti - 
 K&ial'colopringz! and frivolous ars. In both Wapnät 
muſt be owned, the Miniftry has been often brought 1 
into contempt, and be canſe of picty :caipoſedoby "ol 
thoſe WhO profeſs co plead it) Butz perhaps, =. 
thing degrades the pulpit ſo tauch as low Phreſes, = 
little witticiſms, trifling ſtorięs, Thüldich conEits, 42 
and groſs vulgariſms. I am ſure yourwilt catctully ; 
_ pyoid them. Nou find nothing of *this ſort in the 
ſermons of Chriſt or. his Apoſtles. Let none p 
dend, that it is neceſſary by way bfiaccommadation 
to che inferior orders of the people. Chriſt aid his 
Apoſtles, in addrefing mem of the fame condition, 
did not judge it neceſſary, or they iwould have pra 
tiſed it. Are the preachers I ſpeak of, 'amore-wiſerior 
compaſſionate than our great Maſter, and his inſpired 
Miniſters rs "Ton: e 
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dont manner, would be more thoroughly pleaſed, 


Leven chatge ou before. God, and the Lord Jeſus 


5 T 14 1 
mon claſſes; if ateuſtomed to a good Ale; 8 


more ſoundly inſtructed, and more 1 8 c 1 1 
e the laſt doubt. 32 22 e 8 8 3 
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et ee 
ns  Happily:for you, Sir, your mind Was FOE tine- 
tured by + claflical education, which you cannot have 
failed to improve, by being employed for a courſe of 
years in eommunicating the ſame advantage to others. 
When I mention this, I takr it for granted, that 
from thoſe: uſeful labours you have brought with 
you habits of kind affeRtion for youth in general, 
and benevolent ſolicitude for” their culture in a 
higher ſenſe; To yon therefore, wich peculiar pro- 
Ppriety on that account, -I may recommend my dear 
young friends now committed to your paſtoral care; 
and 1 do recommend them accordingly, with the 
warmeſt wiſnes for their improvement under your 

| piovsinftrufions.) Forgive me, if, in the fervour of 
my heart on 2 ſubjectithat always lay near it, 0 1 
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% Chriſt, who:/ſhall-judge the quick and the dead 
- {fi at-his appeaging and his Kingdom,“ to watch over | 
ſonprecious a charge with unwearied vigilance, heſet 
asithey are by ſuch temptations, at ſuch an age, in 
ſuch a metropolis l Feed theſe lambs of the flock 
with knowledge. Conduit mem too that Shepherd, 
hn will carry them in big: baſom. Caution them 
agaiaſt truſting in themſelves, or in the world, 

wherever their beſt infereſts are at ſtake. Point out to 
mem their danger and their duty. Teach them in 


8 he one, and by what 
goin * | 5  frength 
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Aftpgth they may perform the ih” hilft you 
cheriſh * in them, by every gentle and engagitig me- 
thod, thoſe ſacred principles of truth; which” alone 
can make them wiſe, or keep them virtuous.” As yr 
their conſciences are tender and awake, Their pa- 
rents will bleſs you for your friendly endeayours ; 
and when their parents are laid in the duſt,” they wilt 
and up in their places to. adorn. religion, and ſup- 
port it's Wi ol They will be an honour to your 
Miniſtry ; and peradventure—they may ftill remem-· 15 
ber his, who firſt ſhewed them the path to "Heaven. | 
K ut to return from: this "WEN, ſhall I pre” | 
ſume, 1 e 
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3. To offer a few ita attic the een 
ye your diſcourſes? Firſt of all then,” aim not at 
crouding into any finglefermon, ſuch an extcht or 
variety of matter, as would Hinder your giving the: 
ſeveral particulars their due weight or neceſfary illuſ- 
tration; 28 would perplex the minds, or burden the 

memories, of more common hearers, and ſo hurry 
their attention from one part to another, as to pre- 

vent their comprehending clearly, or fgelingſenfibly, 
any of the numerous topics that paſs in Tuch rapid 
ſucceſſion. | Sermons. interided'for the cloſet, where 
they may be read at leiſure; ſtudied,” and reid again, 
will no doubt admit of more diverſity and compaſs. 
Bnt for general uſe, it may be beſt to ſelect on cacky 
ſubject a few important points, diſtinct from on 
another, yet ſo connected as to form a Whole, Py 
to be ſo managed that they may throw rectprdcaf A uk 
proving ** on the leading truth, or truths,” meant 
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| 1 be 1 and left with full i im- 
. preſſion, upon the -audience, ' In_doihg this, avoid 
| tos 1 many ſubdiviſions, They look formal and ſcho- | 
- laftic,. - bey are apt to run into sach other. They 
fritter away the ſubject. They break the force and 
current of the compoſition, 8 ee the 


; hearer, and.diftraf his, een. . 
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che practical expounding of Keren will often be 

[ highly, acceptable aud inſtructive. But how both 
may be practiſed with moſt advantage, or indeed any 
other mode of compoſition | for the pulpit, I pretend 
not particularly to direct. Different men will be 
moſt ſucceſeful in purſuing different modes, accord- 
ing te the apprehenſions of their: reſpective audito- 


ties, ox their own peculiar ma. 1 N enen the 
eee beingy ee ein i 1 
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my -fricntl, will probably be of opinion, that minute 
| eriticifms, nies Hiſtinctions. ſchool ſubtleties, t queſ- 
„% tions of Ful dlpttoativnh,: and coppoſiticins of 
i« ſcience falſtly Io called.“ miniſter. but lietle . to 

10 godly, ase and: maſt APPERTy, at beſt, ef 
: ous trifling 10 judigiqns: hearers, while, they | 
idly. ampſe the merely cirions, and waile thoſe jnva- 
mor nts hat hauld be devote to ſo much 
purpaſes, Nor will you deem 2 difplay vf - 
maden very. often neceſſary, here the great point 
is not ig make men learned, but got 


vi Fen: think it Wes to, I, on every. 4 tapic - a 
es, profuſion 
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en of FEY which, in fact, would _ 6+ 
verlay and obſcure. it; to weaken or puzzle the be. | 
ber of doctrines, ſufficiently plain and acknowledged. 
by ſuperfluous arguments, or laboured. inveſtiga- 3 
tions ; or, finally, to load your diſcourſes with 
heaps of indigeſted quotations from Scripture. With 
regard to the laſt of theſe, 1 need not tell you, it is 
| by A very different application of the word of 
40 God, "a that it will generally be found. « quick, 
«e and powerful, and ſharper, than any two-edged | 
| « ſword, piercing even to the dividing: ' aſunder of | 
"4, ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
4 and a diſceruer of the thoughts and intents of the 
5 10 heart.“ Leaſt of all will you be diſpoſed to give 
your compoſitions the tone of what, is called Religi- | 
ous Controverſy ; which, except on. very particular 
occaſions, when it may become neceſſary, could an- 
ſwer no other end, than to magnify the uneſſential 
difference of ſets. and parties, and to infame them 9 
agaigſt one another, inſtead of removing their mu- _—_ 
tual prejudices, and N their wh in the W „ 
of. Peace. 
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But whilſt, in Fg 5 1 . you | 
exclude from them whatever would obſtruct or im- 
pair their acceptance and utility, I would not have 
you lay any unnatural reſtraint « on your imagination, 
if, 28. hope, vou are poſſeſſed of that power, 1 
wiſh you to give. it flight, on all proper occaſions, 

| Let 1 it“ mount up with wings, as. eagles” gazing 
on the ſun, ; Let the intellectual and immortal ſun - 
. divine Wade illuminate, warm, and guide you | 


1. 1 1 


your aſcent. | But leſt at a 
dazzled by an exceſs of fplendour, in the more in- 


tene contemplatiort” of that glorious luminary, and 
wander into viſionary regions, beyond the ſphere of 


life and nature, let judgment and taſte be your inſe- 


. 8 companions. They will prevent you from 


ofing yourſelf in wild conceits, and puerile fancies; | 
wholly repu nz 


undergo the charge of religious enthuſiaſm, ſo for- 


midable and obnoxious in this ſceptical age? You 


will remember, ' that without” 2 glow in the mi d, 


Z bordering on "rapture, and an ambition to excel, 
- which' animates and fires the human faculties, no- 

| thing eminent or great is. to be attained in any pro- 
feffion, in thoſe profeſſions eſpecially, whoſe object 
s to delight, to perfyde, to move, If this be enthu- 
 fiafin, it is a laudable one, and no "where more be- 


coming than on ſubjects of 1 the moſt inte · 
72 | alting of all others, . 


Fi 1 


> M 
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4. Periult me Hilfe to n you, that 1 were 


ovtſes, the beſt perhaps 1 in every other reſpe ct, have 


been enfeebled, not to ſay marred, Even to the moſt 


willing and » hearers, by a frigid look, or 
as , lan⸗ 


— 0 E 


F „Un you mould be 


n nt to the purpoſes of ſound and Hake” ; | 
Iy inftruQtion,. But let not the faturnine remarks of 
cold or -phlegmatic « critics dainp your ſpirit, or chill 
Four ardour, ſo long as theſe are honeſt and well- 
directed. What, if on their account, you ſhould 


\ 


5 your matter ever ſo good and proper, your ſtyle and | 
5 compoſition ever ſo admirable, the effect of all 


would be greatly counteracted by a an unhappy Delive- 
ry. It is indeed Pires to reflect, how often diſ- | 


q 


x 5 


Ae, or utigracivu — in the preach- 
er; or elſe by a diſagrecable heſitation, or a drawling 
tone, or a whining ſatnenefs, or a ſlovenly pronans 
ciation, or ' ſomething. unnatural, inelegant, auk- 
ward, or ĩnexpreſſive, T carinot tell what. For the 
defects in elocution are numberleſs, and though 
ſometimes ſcarce to be deſcribed, yet ſo unpleaſant 
to the eyes, or cars, or feelings of the more diſcern- 
ing a8, in ſpite of their utmoſt candour, to impede 
FOR ngly the delight and edification - that might 
have othierwiſe been received. Let me caution vou, 


likewiſe, againſt” too haſty an utterance; 5 fault . | 


very incident to lively ſpeakers, but which does not . 
well accord with the gravity and ſolemnity of the 
pulpit, is apt to leave the bearers behind, and ſome- 
time to betray the moſt accurate. preachers, if not 
much on their guard, into miſtakes that were bet- 


ter avoided, and would readily be preyented by a2 


more deliberate enunciation. Allow me. to add on 
; this occafion, that you cannot ſtudy top diligently, the 
accent, emphaſis, and idiom of the Engliſh language, | 
It is a piece of reſpect you owe to your Engliſh audi- 
tors, and will contribute more to your appearing with 
advantage, and ſpeaking with energy, than ſome of our 
ye" prod will cafily belieye.—Mych might be ſaid, 
if there were time for 1 it, on. the natural, ſignificant, 
and graceful modulation 'of the voice in the pulpit ; 
in other words, to ſhow how the ideas and emotions 
of the preacher may be expreſſed, by living ſounds, 
with truth and force, variety and harmony, gravity 
and ſpirit at the ſame inſtant. In reality, the effects 
od — a modulation are > incredible, In what re- 
lates 


ce 3 ae fo little 


{2519030 W957; Ter 
SO th It ant into 6 0 
; delivery» 1 am inclined 0 believe the beſt rule 
„„ « for a preacher, is to fee] what he ſpeaks, . and to 
A feels ; like ; man of ſenſe and probi- 
ES iQ. bity delivering his mind with clearpeſs, freedom, 


e ph ae te un thin engine. be a - 


„ 70 40  Jugerellivg both, to himſelf a to them ie I is 


Win this view, „ ie 1 me Oe you, before | 


you enter the pulpit, to ſteep your thoughts in your 
\ ſubjeQ, if ſuch a phraſe may. be ; wed, ll they 
are all over tinftured with it. Or if. you. "like the 


= allufion better, give yourſelf up. to the impulſe. of 


E Four theme. | Leti it take full poſſeſnon of your ſoul, 
And warm yout nobleſt affe&jons,* Then u vil 


ſpeak with. true fimplicity, and native unſtudied ani- 


mation, as becomes 46 the lively oracles of God; 1 
you will e ſpeak becauſe you believe, and becauſe 
vou love the truths which you inculeate, What will 
be the Eonſequerice ? Your, hearers, ſeeing you in 


earneſt, wil be pleaſed with? your Ancerity, 1 touched | 
by your ' fenſibility, and open to Four arguments | 


Fo and advice. There is in pious fervour,. if attended 
- with diſcretion, and ſupported by ſenſe, a power, of 
| perfuſion not e reſifted ; and 1 . it will 


hugh, 4 2 1 a 3 


ge 


22 in e r be ancient orators 
ſem, above all others; to have ſtudled the regula. 
tion of the voice, in public og, wat s d co x 


\ * and earneſtneſs, to thoſe about. 3 — on * N 


x n a 


ORF; 
x: b „ 
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| ſerious and affectionate Miniſter is the moſt beloved 
and the moſt uſeful Miniſter, though he may not 
be followed with the mo” pats! or 20S the : 


WI 188 - = 


/ : y 
. 1 2 4 4.8 3 E 5 : 1 Ty . 
— þ S 


"Me whoſe manner is cold or indiffcrent has 3 
tainly, but little room to expect, that his inftru@ions 


however good or important in themſelves, ſhall often 


be heard with much attention, or entertained with 


much regard. Whatever fome fooliſh refiners may 


pretend, the more a preacher- appears to feel what 


ke fays, the more he will affect his audience; and 


| that preacher will commonly appear to feel moſt who 25 
E aftually does fo. His voice, his countenance, his 


 gefture, will concur in manifeſting his ſenſations ; 
and if from. wart of {kill or care, from a wrong eilte. 


or uhtucky habirs, he ſhould fall into ſomething leſs 
graceful, proper, or pleaſing, Mill the marks of 


_ warmth and earneſtneſs, that accompany all he utters. 
from the genuine workings « of his foul, will, on hearers 


of any candour, make an impreſſion which the moſt 
correct © or elegant addreſs, if unanimated and unfeel- 


ing, can never produce. By the way, how comes it 


about, that many preachers, Who on a variety of | 
topics in converfation, and upon other occaſions, 


deliver thernſelves naturally, forcibly, and agreeably, 


no ſooner enter the 0 than, as if ſome incan- 
tation had ſeized them i in a moment, they aſſume 

looks, and tones, and a manner, the very reverſe 5 
Would this be pofſible, were they thoroughly pene - 


. and rouſed, a the 1 important objects that then 
2 
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= ITT 2000 I ſhould think, In Wort, Sir, 
| 1 when your heart flies out into your diſcourſe, the 
bhauearts of your: Hearges will fly out to meet it. 
They will love you as their friend, no leſs than ref- 
pect you as their paſtor ; an by ſo _ zealous and ſo 
E, faithful a manifeſtation of the ruth, you will com- 
1 mend yourſelf to every man's. "conſcience," in the 
| 5 ſight of God. Mark this laſt idea of the Apoſtle on 
| the preſent ſubject . In the fight of God.” What 
2 motive! What A prineiple | How - encouraging 
and . to a neee W 


1 11 was. he third. point I OP for your . 
| deration*. The influence which a powerful ſenſe of 
IF the Omnipreſent Deity, and an intimate cotreſpon- 
| dence with him, will have on your general conduct, 
on your ſtudies, on your miniſtrations, on your ad- 
dreſſes to him in public, as the mouth of your peo- 
ple, and in your private intercourſe with them, as 
their counſellor, comforter, and friend, and in ſine 
the happineſs which muſt reſult to yourſelf from the 
whole, I wiſhed briefly to repreſent. Not that 1 
© ſuppoſe you to be ignorant of theſe things, or that L | 
7 apprehend them neceſſary to be preſſed upon you; 
HET but only that 1 * «ſtir up your 155 525 by 
\ „ HORS + av. * | 
— * Here, the time being elapſed, and the GS er- 
bauſted, he waved this part of his plan, and concluded 
4 with a few ſentences. But perhaps the ſerious reader will 
ty forgive his publiſhing, at the defire of fome reſpectable 
judges who heard the reſt, what he had- prepared on that 


5 Is — * was n from n * 
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« ver of remembrance, is Pap a, FINE 7+ to. ſee 
; you excel in whatever can contribute to TOM: uſe- 
| fulneſs and ME: „ 

| "The 3 pn 8 imbibed, and the pig 
ration you have uniformly preſerved, make it, I am, 

confident, wholly needleſs to caution. vou againſt 
open immorality, or ſecret _ Vice. But you are not 

2 ignorant, | that more than mere decency or ſobriety _ 
is required in the character of a Chriſtian Miniſter. 

You are not ignorant, that you muſt be an ex- 


ample to the believers in word, in converſation, 3 


« in. charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. The 
Scripture commands it; and the laws of your pto · 
| feſhon give the world a right to expect it. The 
world indeed is apt to expect, at leaſt to require, 
too much from perſons of our function; forgetting 
chat & we are men of like paſſions” with others; 
or rather willing to find an apology for fin in the 
frailties of thoſe who condemn it, as if we pretended ' 
to,angelical perfection. But ſtill it is certain, that 
we are bound by every rule of conſiſtency and pro- 
priety, to ſtudy. a peculiar elevation of mind and 
ſanctity of manners. And bow are theſe to be ac- 
quired or maintained? By living, by thinking, by 
acting, as in the preſence of God. Walk before 
| ** me,” faid the Lord to Abraham, * and be thou 
perfect; that is, as righteous and Pun as the con · 
hams! of mortality admits. _ = 


A communion ſo ſublime, by often TP forth 
- the als a of N into act, and winding up the 
: 9 ſoul 


foul to it's re how wilt prevent heh . 
gour and dullneſs, which are ready to ſteal upon it, 
from a conſtant familiarity with grave” ſubjetts, will 
preſerve you from the infrigidating power of ſur- 
rounding indifference, and keep alive in your mind 

| particular ſenſibility that will fender the impreſ- 
fions of religion more. vivid, and its motives more 

| efficacious. | But I mut leave you, Sir, to conceive 


i the influence, which theſe will have on your de- 


portment and intercourſe with fociety ; and I muſt 
leave your people to tell, how peculiarly engaging 
me truth will appear, where they all fee it mani- 
feſted in the life and converſation of their Miniſter, _ 
no leſs than in his/ ſermons. | A conduct like this 
' Indeed will be more convincing, perſuafive, eloquent, 
han all theſe put together ; at che fame time that it 
will give every one of them an additional force and 
attraction. It will de 2 living ſermon, animated 


| with graves Fg kl ang dren e 


1 will not now ep deſcribe rhe t Merence 
perceived, by perſons of diſternment, between that 
preacher, whoſe mouth ſpeaks out of the abundance of 
his heart, 'with wartith and pathos, and whoſe prac- 
tice is a lively copy of his doctrine, between that 
preacher, T'fay, and him who only performs his ex- 
ereiſes in the pulpit as a taſk, arid who behaves out 
of it, as if he had never appeared there, or as if he 
thought himſelf no way concerned to enforce his 
precepts by his example. The difference in fact is 

| fo great, that it may be felt much more eafily than 


expreſſed. "Bro it will, in a higher or lower degree, 
Ct, be | 


EOF. Ti 6750 
tba felt by ever) dee Mit, as dren; if culti- 
_ by che former . 8 or . 771750 me 
abe. iots 1 0570 * IN © 
vieſt S177 won niz; 17 n "nh wo N ut 1 DH EY 3 
- Devotion, or felloivſh „with God in tlie van.” 
onal” and genuine er theſe words, 1 con- | 
ſider das the life and ſoul of the Miniſterial fun Kion. 
or if you will, 48 4 kind of Prefiding and. inſpiring” 0 
genius, that gives it direction, vigourz and fublimi: TT 
| ty, where nature has” imparted tolerable talen ts, d | 
| where . has improved nad 108 W watt 
PHT ani, en noe ates (1 ie re 7! 37. att vin 395 
Lader the influence 1 itt nad on your 
$thdies i in the way of y Jour profeffion,” as Well 48 on 
1 1 eral conduct and character in That 5 905 
eing yourſelf, if T may ſo fp peak, "under the 


10 We 


Es Immediate illumination of bs ee Father of - 
Lights,“ and with the carneftneſs of Faith! OY 
wiſdom from him who giveth to all liberally, you 
are aſſured that you ſhall receiye ĩt. And this very af- 


11 


ſurance will cheer and eee Jour honeft Done, 


* underſtanding. by 50 Then, by * _ ſeeing light it hp God's. „ 
* light, 26 to uſe the elevated language of the Pfalmiſt, | 
you will be. enabled to view divine objects through a. a. 
divine, medium ; "which will repreſent them, 5 they 
really a are, . Þ ſuperlatively fair and glorious, that you x = 
| cannot but be inflamed: with admiration, and” eager = 
to paint them with affeftion and force. Your x men- 
tal eye, "glancing from earth to Heaven, from 
Heaven to earth, will behold uch \proſpetts of all 
hart is molt pe to man, as "ſhall not only im- 
f Oo „„ 


* | Y bs 
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* > pee 0 eee chelty* My = 
moſt firiking manner to others. Having, as it is 
_ expreſſed by St. John, ** an unction from the holy 
one, and\knowing all things,” connefted with the 
nobleſt exerciſes and ſweeteſt pleaſures of the ſoul, you 
will diffuſe ahrough;your dib ourſeß a Ce 
ö undtion, 4 certain happy mixture, or high fayour of. 

_ piety; | prenliaely agreeable. to the better part of your 
- Kona, Hinds inde eta ly pieocine te ,- 
vide diſtance between» a teacher. of religion, who re- 
commends it by conſiderations drawn from the fund 
ol his own ęxpęrience, and one who borrowa his ar- 
1 only. from acemmon · place theology : juſt as, 
for a HK of feeling and obſervation, to diſ- 
be 1 ſentiments 2 4 real friend, on the ſub-. 
| 2 2 of. ir beautiful f und & exalted, unjon, 1 from the 


3 1. we mere preteggerz who. . . 


1 : ö . 2 5 5 4 . 
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| hat ſhall 1 toy gde ot he's TY 
= 2 your faculties will Yeriye from that firſt 
and beit principle of true Feyotion 5 fayerejgn de- 
fire to pleaſe God, by e to hit creatures ? 
If, for the honour of preſerving 4 late, ore even de- 
ſending an individual, or r perhaps gaining! but an in- 
conſi derable advantage to à client, che orators of an- 
cient days „ after acquiring with infinite. afbduity the 8 
8 richeſt Ky of knoyledge, and ſtudying with no 
leſs care the higheſt models of ſtyle and elocution, 
 ranſacked their memories, and worked up their ima- 
| ginations 1 to a LI of N har often. tranſ- 
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8 their hearers ; —ſurely the "Chriſtian oritor, 
ho wiſhes to deſerve the. name, will judge no appli 
cation and no effort within his power, tos much for 
the glory of being e ae Ma Bog” | 
ine wee 1 men. OE | 


* i - „ ors 


0 OT my 1 Bete will ges e i. 
_ theſe laſt words call up to my remembrance the ever 
vanerable image of your and my Maſter, 4 Jeſus 
©, Chriſt, and him crucified,” whom our Apoſtle | 
preached with ſuch. diſtinguiſhed zeal, as © the 
1. > wiſdom of God, and the power of God to ſalya- 
2 tion.“ When you contemplate the attributes of 
the Almighty; as diſplayed wich tranſeendant luſtre 
in the perſon of his Sen, and in the work of redemp- 
tion executed by him; when you ſurvey the ineſti - 
mable benefits fle wing from it, through time and e- 
ternity, to a degenerate world, and reflect on the con- 
ſolations and the hopes which you yourſelf immedi- 
"ately derive from the ſame ſouree ;——when you fee! 
your: mind warmed and raifed by views like theſe, in i ; 
hours of devout meditation, with what gratitude will 
| you devote your ſtudies, your labours; your life to 
the ſervice of fo meritotious a maſter | With What 
ardour will you- come forth from your retirement. 
* Franght * with the a of * golpel of Bees 3 
AK 1e de e 53 
3 bose this day, e e nn BE 
portance, been very properly interrogated concerning 
your faith in\Chciſtianity; and you have profeſſed 
n a good profeſſion before many witneſſes.” ' From 
Bo T_ ſolemn declarations, fo clearly any} erangeliol, 
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1 am convinced you will neyer join that n 


brood of preachers, if preachers they may be called, 
who affect to cry up the precepts of morality as - 
all in all, but ſeem- © aſhamed. of tlie goſpel of 
Th Chriſt, 4 though, the only ſyſtem that has ever ſe - 
cured to thoſe precepts full reſpe&, and uniform. o- 
bedience, from ſuch as cordially embrace it. The 
men I ſpeak of either wholly ſink the honours of 
it's Diving. Author, whom God hath exalted to be 
4 a Prince and a Saviour, the Mediator, Ruler, and 
| Judge of mankind, or they mention his bleſſed name 
with. -reluQtance, and treat the peculiar rer 
his religion, if indecd they vouchſafe to introduce 
5 in a ſtyle that has ( no reliſn of ſalvation in 
it.. I ſuppoſe they are afraid of being laughed at 
by the ſceptics' of the age, were ny to proclaim 
thoſe. © << good tidings of great joy, t inſpired the 
heavenly. hoſt with harmony and ee d that 
had been foreſeen by. rejoicing -/patriarchs,. — 
by enraptured prophets, deſired by expecting nations: 
that had employed the counſels of Heaven from 3 
| foundation of the world; to prepare for which it's 
revolutions had long conſpired, and to propagate 
»hich through a wondering univerſe, was; the * 
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When 1 all to mind the diſciples of Socrates, 
who gloried in publiſhing the d Qrings, and record- 
ing the virtues. of that truly great and extraordinary 
man, I cannot but love them for their affection and 
fidelity to their maſter, no leſs than I admire them 
bor their mrivngs: as on the en 3 


9 not 


E 3 


at the defect of taſte, of 'ſenfibility, of confiſtency, 
—  in'the characters I have been deſeribing. To me, 
indeed, the diſciples of Socrates appear to have ox- 
celled them in all reſpects. Among tlie reſt, they 
were much more devout: they expreſſed themſeldes 
in a manner much more delightful; and in many 


ttiquity, you will never ſeruple to borrow a wiſe or 


their diminiſhed heads” —_ the © tplendowr of 
66 7 6 fon of 1 CPR Sos t | 
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I mean not by theſe weinte for which 1 ks 
no apology, to deny that there may be very en 
and virtuous men in the profeſſion, who ſtill retain 4 
degree of reverence for the Founder of Chriſtianity, as 

they are pleaſed to call him; though from ſome pecu- 
lar caſt of mind, or unhappy turn of books and conver- 
ſation (unhappy I muſt needs think it,) their reverence 
ſeems far from being exalted; and if we may con- 
clude from the tone of their diſcourſes, they are not 


where he ſays to the Corinthians, the love of 

Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that 

_ <<, if one died for all, then were all dead; and that he 

died for all, that they who live ſhould not hence- 

forth live unto themſelves, but unts him who died 

for — and roſe again; or where the ſame 
9 Apoſ- 


89 1 „ 


not duese dt the defect of faith or 155 devetion, bbs 5 


things the philoſophy of Plato coincides yery hap- 
pily with that of Chriſt, From Plato, from Xeno- 
phon, and the other reſpectable lights of heathen an- 


a pions ſentiment. But ftif you will look upon f 
them, in compariſon, as inferior ſtars, that hide 


much difpoſed- to adopt the language” of St. Paul, 


—— 
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3 Apotile tells the Epheſians; 1 for this cauſe 1 
bo my knees unto the Father of our Lord je- 

1 ſus Chriſt, of whom the whole family of heaven 

and earth is named, that he would grant you, 

I 1% according to the riches of bis glory, to be 
„1 firengthened wich might by bis ſpirit in the inner 
3 * man; that Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by 

i faith, that ye being rooted and grounded in love 

% may be able 0 comprehend with all ſaints, what 

* is the breddth, and length, and depth, arid height, 

os and to know the love of Chriſt, which—paſſeth 

=: knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the. 
t * fullneſs of God.” Shall I confeſs, that when I 
Þ read ſuch paſſages as theſe, wich numberleſs more 
4 from St. Paul and the other Apoſtles of our. Lord, I 
cannot. but regret, that even his moſt affectionate | 
ſeryants in our days are not more affect ionate, and 

more awake to whatever concerns the advancement - 

© df his name; or the triumphs of his croſs 3 though 

let me add, 1 would not have his name uſed like ma- 

zie, zm £ 5 


The commanding influence, whieh 2 — and 
withal 2 fervent ſpirit of Chriſtian piety will bave 
dn your various — I muſt not pretend ta 

5 har he who ſeriouſly eviders hinaſcIFas called by Fro. 
vidence to beſeech men in Chriſt's ſtead, to be re- 
ER coticiled untoGod,” will not dare eithet to diſſembir, 
or to trifle with his heartrs, Am l employed to addreſs 
jchinortal ſouls, as a Miniſter of Jeſt, roveorying the 
* _ ada * * Uves 


| them and jnyfel; the mot pleaſing end the moſt 
1 awful? Are they, and am 1, paſſing with rapidity, 2 
through. a ſtate of probation, to an everlaſting ſcene? - 
When I arrive there, mult I give an account of this ; 
miniſtry to him * whom God bath ordained to judge 
the world in righteouſneſs ?” Bleſſed Saviour, 
who is ſufficient for theſe things ?* But though 
L L rely on thy grace alone, withour which I feel that 
I can do nothing effeQually ; yet 1 feel'alſo; that 1 ; 
muſt exert my utmoſt endeavours to fave myſelf, and and, 


them who hear me: — What uprightneſs, zeal, dili- 


gence, fortitude, perſeverance, may not be expected 
from him who laying his hand upon his heart, oſten 
7 this language 1 l of God?” 5 
; The inpreſſion hich a pere 425 of religion, TY 

cnltivared by proper confiderations and exereiſes in 
private, will produce on your Publie Devotions, when 
you ate addreſſing God as the mouth of the people, 
will be more particularly viſible. Then indeed yoͥ 
will appear in your element. Your pureſt affections, 
and higheſt principles, will then be kindled together. 
The praiſes, the thankſgivings, the confeſſions, the 
ſupplications you utter, will evidently be the effuſion 
of a full awakened ſoul to the Father of . metcies and 
of inankind, under an immediate conviction of his 
| preſence and perſections, of his ſuperintending pro- 
vidence, and infinite compaſſion in Chriſt Jeſus. 
From communion with him in your cloſet, the tran · 
| ſition to a more open one in his temple will be eaſy 
and natural. You will fpeak to him in the name, 
— on „ r with 
"of 8 free · 


4 


'S ; 


| freedom, and ** * A bene that you | 


d not forget them when they: are abſent, but * % make 
mention of them in your prayers,” as St. Paul 


" tle ys he did of the ION" Chriſtians | 
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 laudable, ability, but few. comparatively pray, as 


might be wiſhed, with copioulneſs, ſolemnity, rea- | | 


dineſs, and ferygur. t "Why. 2.1 Becauſe they have not 
be owed. the, ſame attention. and "ſtudy. on this, part 
as on the other. They have not taken pains early 


T0 lay i in a Rare of proper, materials, to form a taſte 


for devout exerciſes i in ſecret, to acquire a habit of 


oe povring out, the heart, before, God, unreſtrained 5 
by che fear of byſtanders, on the different occurrences | 


of life, and the various ſituations of a pious and re- 


flecting mind. Hence, if I miſtake not, the dryneſs | 


and formality. ſq frequently. attending the perfor- 


mance. of this duty in public the want of affection, 
fluency, and compaſs; with, ſo little accommodation 


„ 


to the occaſions and circumſtances. that ariſe. And 
hence it often happens, that n none but conſcientious 
worſhippers find any diſpoſition. to Join with ſeriouſ- 


neſs in a ſeryice, rendered thus uninyiting, though 
- if differently conducted it might prove as attrac- 


tive, ab ee as Med is ee and Wen, 
. % % £6 TED ES 


n 8 {4 23-5 75155 „ 25 of 
20 . may e af mean not to 6 that 


air, briſkneſs 1 manner, or flippancy 
of 


* 
8 SZ 


; that 28 1 I my ob- | 
 fervation has gone. of thoſe who preach with | . 


\ 


5 11 33 * 
11 ſtyle, with which ſome have 9 as if they. 


„with reverence and godly fear. »” If, in ſpeaking 


great Eternal. H umility, Sir, ungliſſembled humi- 


when we approach to him * in whoſe fight che 


ſouls bow with the profoundeſt awe: let our words, 


no temper, but what is perfectly conſiſtent with the 
; moſt ſolemn veneration, and the moſt. abſohute 255 
. 1 Sa. a 


* 
a” 
. . 


the pious and the thoughtful will always join him 


by the facred fire that glows in his heart, their's 
will burn within them. If ſuch a metaphor may be 
allowed, they will feel, in it's happieſt and moſt ſa- 
lutary effects, the electricity of devotion. Shall I 
add, that the power and beauty of the divine princi- 
ple in the human breaſt, are never perhaps more con- 
ſpicuous, than when a Chriſtian Miniſter is ſeen, by 
his 8 220 around. him, under it” 8 actual operation, 
N breathing 


talked away to their Maker, inſtead of addreffing him 


to his fellow mortals, a preacher betrays marks of 
X forwardneſs, the more judicious amongſt his hearers 
will naturally be hurt by ſuch indecorum. But they 
will much more readily forgive him, than if he ſhould | 
be guilty of the ſame behaviour in ſpeaking to the 


lity will always become. us; but never fo well as 
& Heavens are not clean, and it's ſublimeſt inhabi- | 
rants TY. cover their faces with their wings.” In a 


preſence ſo tranſcendantly great and holy, let our 


looks, and demeanour, expreſs no ſentiment, and 


He, ia A this Ivey as * ought, will 
ſeldom be attended to with entire indifference ; but 


with ſatis faction, and often with rapture. Touched © 


* 
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5 bribing forth the foul of dene 


S 5 


been declining, is acknowledged and lamented by 
their beſt friends. To what muſt we impute it? 


the eſtabliſhment. Without that ſpirit indeed, which 
alone can give, life, ſtrength, and efficacy to every 
thing ſerious and good, where is the mighty odds of 


may in ſome reſpedts be Aer; but where the 
power of godlineſs is. wanting on both fides, the 

predommant ch aracter of coldneſs and worldly mind- 
Eedneſs will be the ſame. 'Yet, after all, what i is there 


: ſuppoſe, that thould depri ve it of ardour, or leſſen the 


not that dada, and that affoction, to keep pace with 


oy 
— 


| hs 125 piety in 
prayer. for them, for himſelf, and for all mankind? 


fs When he afterwards turns his addreſs to thoſe very 
| people, with * the tenderneſs and ſolemnity which the 
3 preceding exereiſe has imprinted « on his mind, I leave 
you to judge whether they will eaſily refiſt the pleadings 

of that man, at the tribunal of conſcience, who could 


plead ſo e and » EY; at the throne of 
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8 the 4 of thoſe, who. call Wage 
Rational Diſſenters, have for a conſiderable time 


Chiefly, I apprehend, to the decay of that fervent and 


_ devotional ſpirit, which diſtinguiſhed a number of ſ 
| their predeceſſors, both amongſt the people and the 4 
miniſters. It was that ſpirit, which conſtituted the f 


moſt eſſential difference between them and' many of 


uling forms, or of not ufing them, of worſhipping in 
a church, or. in meeting f The modes and tenets 


in the molt reaſonable ſyſtem of religion you can 
affection of it's profeſſors, or it's teachers? Ought 


the 


$ - 35 1 a 
| tlie W of the ſtem Ani 5 And 
might-it not be hoped, that where the views are prin · 
| cipally directed to what is moſt vital and ſubſtantial, 
mne mind would take the deepeſt inteteſt,. and the 
heart would beat with the ſtrongeſt zeal? . Such, = > 
| truth, would be the-caſe, if falſe refinement; and dx 
argumentation, dignified with the names of polite. _ 
nefs and philoſophy, joined to a torrent of diſſipa · 
tion that carries away all orders of men, did not 
cunterwork che moſt importatit conſiderations. By 
what means the people, or the miniſters, of any dec | 
notnination, are to be fortified againſt ſo ſpreading an 3 
zn evil, it is not. eaſy to tell, In the mean while, i- 5 
would ſurely be much for the honour of thoſe who: 
now. hear me, were they to unite their endeavours in 
ſetting an example of holy fervour, and to ** ſhine 
* as lights i in the world,” amidſt the clouds of ſen | 
ale and en that thicken around them, . 

How your Winz ee 70 A the Sghe 4 15 

„% God, will affect your Intercourſe with men, and 
r with thoſe committed to your paſtoral 
care, it would be agreeable, if it were requilite, to ex. 
plain. But you will readily conceive, from your 
own-experience, that laying open your heart habitu- 
ally to the common Parent of men, in the name of 
their common Saviour, muſt habitually difpoſe it to 
the practice of every thing liberal and benign, A 
levotional preacher, ſuch as I have delineated, will 
be found the kindeſt counſellor, the tendereſt com- 
forter, the warmeſt and moſt ſympathetic friend. 
The lively. ſenſe of nn and immortal objects, 

0 which 


— 


tel. 


indeed paſs any time in company, without taking 


occaſon to introduce or inſinuate ſomething ſerious, 
moral, fentimental,. or inſtructive. But in doing 


this, he will be governed by a prudent regard to per- 
ſons and circumſtances, True religion affects no- 


thing auſtere, and nothing unſeaſonable. The moſt 


pious man will naturally be the moſt affectionate and 
the moſt complacent. It is not piety,” but ſuperſti- 


tion, or bigotry, that produces a gloomy temper, or 


torbidding mannerz. St. Paul, as we have ſeen, 
was a pattern of benevolence and courteſy. And we 


know, that his Maſter and our ' was the PRO 


ee _ mne | : 8 | 


Wee opportunities occur, for promoting the 
' welfare or conſolation of others, eſpecially where 
their higheſt intereſts are in queſtion, you will em- 


brace ' with alacrity, from principles which no un- 


worthineſs, or unkindneſs on the part of men, can 
conquer, namely, the love of God, and of his Son. 


There may indeed be numbers, with whom thoſe 


pri inciples will not oblige you to cultivate an intimacy. 


In this reſpect, it will much import your peace, your 


reputation, your ſafety, to practiſe great circumſpec- 


tion. But the more you reliſh the duties and the 


joys of religion, the leſs you will be inclined- to aſſo- 


_ ciate with thoſe that have not a taſte” for them, and 


hy a more you will be attached to "thoſe that have. 
| | When 


x 


which he rn with him from retirem . will mir 
Vith his converſation, and to ſpeak in the emphatic 
ſtyle of Scripture, will “ ſeaſon it with alt, ſo as 


to miniſter grace to the hearers.” He will ſeldom 


I 57 SY ay. 


When RT, you will give yourſelf . Biigeatly t to 
reading, meditation; ard prayer, with the other ne- 
ceſſary preparations for your public labours. A devout . 
and ſtudious turn will fave you from the danger” of 
being ſcen- too ofteri' in gay aſſemblies, or by uncan- 
did obſervers. * In tnis way you may be thought les 
polite} or too reſerved; but I am perſuaded you will 
find” yourſelf” a gainer on higher actounts. When 
pe ſtep into ſociety,” [your chief delight will be 
in the excellent ones of che earthy; and you will 
be particularly pleaſed, when you” "diſcover ' ſuch 
mongſt your flock.” On them you will gladly be- 
ſtow the largeſt ſhare of your eſteem and attention; 
and from them you will learn many things conducive 
| to. your: greater comfort and uſefulneſs; at the ſame 
time that I have the ſatisfaction to alſure you, thofe 
I think of are as far from'a pert affectation of ſupe- 
rior knowledge or fänctity, as any fer of people * 
kave ever ſeen.” In' truth, the beſt minds are RAC: 


the men iiaſſuming.” * 97 4 
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And now permit is, before 1 Sade" to touch 
on ſome of the Happy Effects, that will reſult” to 
yourſelf from an ardent and elevated ſpirit of Piety, 
in the diſcharge | of your ' minifterial office. The 
work i in which you are engaged 1 1$ arduous and labo- 
ious, But it' $ toils and difficulties will be greatly 
ſoftened, —may T not fay, frequently converted into 

ſweetneſs, by proſecuting it © in the ſight of God,”- 
with zeal and unction; by the joy of finding, as 1 
truſt you will find, that . your labour of love” is 


not X unſucceſsful; and by the chearful pant. hope 
0 of 
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make you bold av a lion,“ to encounter any danger 
or diſcouragement, that may ariſe from one quarter or 
another. The more you venerate the cauſe of truth, 
righteouſneſs, and religious liberty, 3s. the | cauſe 
of God, you: will aſſert and plead it with the greate 
er fortitude, % whether men will Hear, or whe- 
ther they will forbear. If fone ſhould miſtake, 
miſrepreſent, calumniate, you will appeal from their 
Ignorance; from their falſehond, and from their 
malignity, to an approping conſcience, and to 
the unerring Judge, Lou will remember too, 
that the diſciple is not greater than his Maſ- 

| 4+ ter, nor che ſervant above his Lord; and you 
will have the conſolation to Kno, that he who js at 
- the head of the univerſe, and for whom you arc 
ready to ſuffer the loſs Sf all Wow * nexer 
leave nor ſorſake TO”? | 


BEES It * & 2 
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| 2 i ; With n ind” to your external. Renggjon, 
_ you muſt, under God, depend, in A great meaſure, 
1 on the ſteady attachment of thoſe who hear 
vou. But furely, the greater and better part 
_ ._ of them will Not be apt to relinquiſh a Paſtor 
| Pho acts in the manner _ on + ons e be- 


fore IO. 


: 5 hy 15 x 99: 3 

| T6 may. with, truth be Laid, ler body of the 
EE called Proteſtang- Diſſenterz, in general, bx, 
particularly in London. and the comunerciel and ma- 
nufacturing cities and tons throvghout England, that. 
they haye long. approved themſelyes very kind and, | 
liberal to their Miniſters ; and few;. I believe, of that. . 
number have a yet been; left to ſtruggle with. Bard. 
ſhips, comparable. to, thoſe, which. are ſuffered by 
thouſands of wprthy dergymen: in the Eftablithed .* 
| Church, What Rity were it, if the very affecting q- 
preſentation, lately, publiſhed on this laſt fabjeRt by, |. 
one of her moſt learned, moderate, and: deſerving. 
e ſhould not meet with "the artention me 


\ 


70 reſume the . us, 7 5 1 am ſure chat! no 
Ts of a ſpirit truly religious, will ever ſacrifice his 
integrity to his gain; ſo 1 verily belieye, that whilſt RE, 
you continue, by manifeſtation of the truth, to com 
mend yourſelf to every man's conſcience in the figt 
of God, he will from time to time raiſe up- thoſe . 
who will honour and protect you, for his, and for 


your work's ſake. As to the Members of this So- 
ciety; I will pledge myſelf for them, that they will 


| go on to give you all the enconragement 'in their 
| power, as long you are at pains to deſerve it, that is 


to ſay, as long as your connection with them ſhall 
hſt. They are candid, and they are generous. 


I owe them that teſtimony.— What ſay you, my 


friends ? Do I over-rate your character? If this 


young man proves faithful to you, may I not engage 
for TR that 7" will not be wanting to him? If 1 
till 
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